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Reasons againſt laying open the Court of 
Common Pleas, as was propoſed, at the 
Time of writing theſe Obſervations. 


I 


Ordo ampliſſimus: & Ordo is, qui eſt & Publici Con- 
ſilii & omnium Conſiliiorum Auctor. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


7 F the projets that occaſioned theſe 
OB8ſervations had not dropt almoſt 
as ſoon as it was conceived, theſe Pa- 
pers, I am perſuaded, would have 
been publiſhed by their author ; who, 
probably, before he committed them to | 
the preſs, would have given. them ſome 
further degree of finiſhing. In the 
preſent ſhape, the manuſcript itſelf 
plainly ſhews they were only the firſt 
ſeetch of his thoughts. This remark 
will intitle them to any allowance, if 
they ſhould be found to want any: 
but, notwithanding their preſent 
fate, my regard for the ſabjecr, as 
A 2 nol 


T 4 1 5 
well as the author of theſe Oer wa- 
tions, induced me, by printing a few 
copies for the entertainment of 4 
friend or two, to make them better 
| known than they could have been, had 
they reſted in the original manuſcript 
| only : becauſe, even in this firſt ſhape, 
they ſeemed a valuable hiſtory of one 
part of the profeſſion ; and becauſe, 
if the caprice of future times ſhould 
ever revive a propoſal of this kind, 
theſe papers, as far as they are 
known, will (1 ſhould hope afford 
an anſwer to it, ſufficient to ſatisfy 

every one who wiſhes well to the legal 
' conſtitution of his country. 7 ſhall 
only further obſerve, that the manu- 
ſeript is here printed off without any 
alterations : the few obſervations that 


occcur- 
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no 3 : 
occurred while I WAS rranſeribing i it 
for the preſs, are added by way of 
notes: for none of which (whatever 
miſtakes they may contain) the author 
| of the Obſervations is reſponſible. : 
OR, 1765. 
E. W. 1. "oY 
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TOUCHING THE 


 AnTiquitTY and DieniTY 


| OF THE 
Degree of Serjeant at Law. 


g AVING heard it often aſſerted, that 
1 there was a bill ready drawn, and to 
be brought into the Houſe of Commons, 
by an Honourable Member of the Law * to 
lay open the Court of Common Pleas, and 
to impower all Barriſters to practiſe in that 
court as Serjeants do now ;“ I was a good 
deal ſurprized at ſuch a report, and could 
hardly give any credit to it; eſpecially, when 
I found, upon enquiry, that the Serjeants 
who were moſt concerned in the event, 
were ſtrangers to the deſign: and, though 
it had been hinted to others who were 
n of the Houſe of Commons, and 
4 A + their 


: — „ 
. _ 1 


8 On the Antiquity and Dignity of 


their opinions induſtriouſly ſolicited, yet the 


Serjeants were thought unworthy of being 
conſulted, or in the leaſt appriſed of it, 


except what they could pick up from com- 
mon fame, or the caſual diſcourſes of the 
gentlemen of the law; who in general 


ſeemed as much, ſurprized, and unable to 


account for ſuch an extraordinary innova- 
tion: eſpecially as it had induſtriouſſy been 
ſpread abroad, that it had the conſent and 
approbation of the Serjeants themſelves. 


It is the undoubted right of the ſubject, 


while laws are paſſing, and ſub Judice, to 


repreſent the hardſhip or inconvenience, 
that may be apprehended likely to ariſe from 
them: and the parliament has been, and I 
dare ſay always will be, ready to hear what 


can be urged for or againſt them. But 


when a law is once paſſed, it can no longer 
be diſputed; every one muſt ſubmit to it 
as juſt and convenient to the public, what- 
ever hardſhips or inconvenience to particu- 
lar perſons ſuch a law may introduce. 


And therefore, as this project is at pre- 


ſent only under conſideration, not yet paſ- 
fed into a law, and I hope never will, 1 


N bave 2 right, 2nd ſhall take the. liberty. to 


examinę 
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examine and conſider it. For the author of 
this ſcheme can hardly ſuppoſe it would be 
received and paſs: current in Weſtminſter 
Hall, without ſome examination; merely 
as coming from him; when it is to over- 
turn an ancient and honourable order or de- 
gree of men, as old as the conſtitution of 
the kingdom, approved from age to age; 
and this too, * any e reaſon 


8 neceſſity. 


Every 566 mitiſk naturally aſk; what dere 
the Serjeants done to incur the public diſ- 
pleaſure? whoſe buſineſs now-a- days is not 
to be envied. Why are they to be de- 
prived of the little privilege that now re- 
mains, ſince they can hardly hope for bet- 
ter? Who could conceive ſuch a miſchiev- 
ous project againſt the ſociety of Serjeants ; 
or what could induce any one to attempt 


ſuch an innovation, without ſome general 
or flagrant objection ? | 


Theſe or the like enquiries people will 
naturally make, though unconcerned in the 
event ; and will 3 ſome reaſonable an- 
ſwer. „ | 
But after all, it is ſome ſatisfaction to 
59 5 that hardly one man in Weſtminſter 
— - 3 Fall, 
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Hall, that I have met with, has given the 
leaſt encouragement to this project; but all, 
as it were, with one view, have declared 
Joudly againſt it. 
What gave riſe to the report, was the 


following paſſage : Lord Chief Juſtice Ryder 


having been applied to by Lord Chief Juſtice 
Willes, to appoint a meeting of all the 


Judges, on a propoſition relating to the 
Court of Common Pleas, did defire him to 
communicate the heads of it in writing to 


him, in order to be laid before the Judges 


precedent to their meeting. 


Lord Chief Juſtice Willes did according- 


ly, by a letter of the 4th inſtant, ſend the 
following plan, viz. | 


« That it be enacted, that all Barriſters 


g may practiſe i in the Court of Common Pleas 


as the Serjeants do now: and (as the con- 


ſequence of that probably will be, that there 


will be no more Serjeants,) that it be like- 
wiſe enacted, That for the future, any Bar- 
riſter of ſuch a ſtanding as ſhall be thought 


proper, may be made a Judge of any of the 


ourts at Weſtminſter, and be put into any 
of the commiſſions on the reſpective cir- 


cuits, though not a Serjeant at Law, and 


without 


the Degree of Sergeant at Law. 11 


- without being * to the Degree: of a Ser- 
7 jeant. 4 
And Lord chief Juſtice Willes adds, 
* he ſhould be glad if any Proviſo's could 
be thought of, to give ſome particular pri- 
vileges to the preſent Serjeants, as that all 
ſpecial pleadings ſhould be ſtill figned by 
them ; and that they ſhould have pre-audi- 
ence, or any other privileges that ſhould be 
thought proper. 

« And Wedneſday, the 1 5th of . 
1755, at ſix in the evening, is the time ap- 
pointed for all the Judges to meet at the 
Chief Juſtice's chambers. 


What paſſed at this meeting among . 


Judges, I ſhall not preſume to ſay: but the 
ſcheme was honourably rejected. 


The names of the Judges at che time, 
Were as follows : 


Court of King' 5-Bencu. 


Sir Dudley Ryder, Ait Chief Juſtice. 
Sir Martin Wright. | | 
Sir Thomas Denniſon. 

Sir Michael Foſter. 


1 On the Antiquity and Dignity of 
Court of Conmon-Przas, 


Sir John Willes, Chief Juſtice. 5 
Sir Thomas Birch. 3 
Sir Edward Clive. 


The Hon. N Bathurſt, Elq; 


Court of ExCHEQUER. 


Sir Thomas Parker, Chief Baron, 
| Hon. Heneage Legge, Eſq; 
Sir Sidney Stafford Smyth, 

Sir Richard Adams. 7 


1 hall at — 2 only . chat the 
projet of this intended bill contains no pre- 
amble, and no reaſon is aſſigned, or at- 
tempted to be offered for this great innova- 
tion; and I believe none can be given, that 
any would openly avow. 


However, I ſhall take occaſion from 
hence to enquire into the antiquity of the 
Order or Degree of Serjeant at Law. 2. In- 
to the manner and circumſtances of their 
Citation. 3. I ſhall ſhew the great regard 
" to them in former times, for many 


ages | 


the Degree 175 Serjeant” at Lau. "8 i 


ages together. 4. Enquire,” whether there 
is any reaſon or neceſſity. for this extraordi- 
nary innovation; or rather, why the Order 
itſelf ſhould for the future be laid aſide, 
which it is apprehended would be che con- 
ſequence of the project; and why Barriſters 
in general ſhould be intituled to the like 

privileges per ſaltum, which have been in- 
ſeparable from the Degree for ſo many ages 
without interruption. 5. Whether the King 

or the ſubject are likely to receive any bene- 
fit by it, in caſe this project was to take 
place. 6. Why at this time ſuch a ſtep 
ſhould be taken. 


That the Degree of S at Low i is 
very ancient and honourable, and the high- 
eſt degree in the law of England, and not 
to be obtained without great expence, and 
after many years ſtanding, nobody can de- 
ny, who is in the leaſt converſant in the 
hiſtory and antiquities of this kin gdom. 


It is ſpoke of by writers of good autho- 
rity *, as being as ancient as the conqueſt; 
and as ſubſiſting in Normandy (from whence 
we have borrowed many of our legal inſti- 
tutions) — before, dener the name of 


e ö dee 2 
| e Ser- 
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« Servientes, Naratores, or Counters; be- 


cauſe they ſerved the Sovereign and his 
people in pleading and defending their rights. 


The count or declaration comprized the 


ſubſtance of the original writ, which is 
the foundation and bafis of the ſuit: and 
to this day, when any take their degree of 
Serjeant, they count in ſome real action 
before the Judges at the Common Pleas 
V | 

The Order is ſuppoſed to be introduced 
about the time of the conqueſt; for after 
King William the Conqueror had poſſeſſed 
the kingdom, great numbers of the infe- 
rior clergy, both regular and ſecular, who 
were ſkilled in the Norman laws, followed 
the King hither, and were called by writ to 
this Degree. For, as it is obſerved *, there 
is a writ of the ſame form for the call of Ser- 
jeants, as in preſent uſe, in the moſt an- 


cient MS. regiſter of writs : a book, as Lord 
Coke ſays, that was wrote long before the 


conqueſt, though it has had many new writs 
added to it, grounded on later Statutes. 5 
10 Co. ie and Serjeant * s Hiſt. of Hert- 


2 P. 75. 
3 n 4 


the Degree of Serjeant at Law. 13 
Andrew Horn *, a writer in the time of 
Ed. I. or Ed. II. takes notice of Serjeants 
as an order and degree. of men well {killed 
in the laws, deſcribes their duty and how 
they ought to be qualified, and concludes 
his treatiſe with theſe words: Jey finiſt 
le Mirroir des Juſtices des droits leys de per- 
ſons © ſelon les ancient uſage d'Angleterre.” 


There ſeems almoſt from the beginning to 
have been Serjeants of two forts ; 1. Servi- 
enten ad legem; 2. Servientes Regis. ad le- 
gem. The Servientes Regis ad legem, 
who fat with the Sheriff (or Propoſitus 5 
hundredi) in the county or hundred court; 
and judged and determined all offences and 
pleas of the crown, and all ſuits and con- 
| troverſies between the people within their 

diſtrict. Bracton ſays the King had his 
Serjeant at Law in every county, to | proſe- | 
cute pleas of the crown in his name. And 
until the 17th of King Stephen, the King 
had no other chief officer in the city. of 
Norwich, but his Serjeant, who held, and 
preſided in the courts there ; but about that 
time they obtained coroners and bailiffs of 
their own; as many other cities probably 


© Mirroir, cap. des Lojers, and cap. des Counteurs. 
2 a Joſt, 422. Bracton, & Spelni. Gloſf. 


| did 


v 


j 1 6 On the Antipuity and Dignity of 


did obtain miniſters of juſtice within their 
own. diſtrict, and of their own chuſing. 4 


Perſons acquainted with the Hiſtory « of 


the Law, need. not be told, that anciently 


all pleas followed the perſon of the King 


ubicunque fuerat in Anglia; and that the 


ſypreme ordinary judicature was inſeparable 
from his Royal Perſon; cauſes were de- 
termined in the King's court (Curia 


Regis at the Exchequer, as it was called 


by way of eminence,) held before the King 
himſelf, or before his chief juſticier in he | 
palace, or in itinere, where the King re- 
fided. And all pleas of the crown, foreſt, 


revenues, and civil ſuits, were under the 
juriſdiction of the chief juſticier. Though 
in what manner they were ordered, or oak 


juſtice was diſpenſed therein, it is difficult 
to determine, partly through the want of 
records and hiſtorical memoirs, partly by 
reaſon of the diſtance of time. But in pro- 
ceſs of time it appears there were ſeveral 
juſticiers and their reſpective companions. 


And it is probable, that for a conſide- 
rable time after the conqueſt, the ancient 


uſage of determining cauſes below within 


f 38 Ed. 1. c. 5. Mad. Hiſt, Exch. 57. 58. 64, 


* 

the Degree of Serjeant at Law: iy 
the ſeveral counties, might in ſome meaſure 
continue, and therefore not ſo many cauſes 
be brought into the King's court, while 
men could have juſtice done them at their 
own homes: But in regard the Norman 
Lords, who were poſſeſſed of large ſeigno- 
ries and great power, carried themſelves 
with ſo high a hand towards their vaſſals 
and neighbours, that they could not have 
right done in the ordinary way, they were 
conſtrained to ſeek for juſtice in the King's 
court. And this was likewiſe neceſſary, 
when contentions aroſe between the great 
Lords themſelves. For the King was con- 
ſidered as the great aſylum to protect the 
weak againſt the invaſions and oppreſſions 
of the more mighty. And the King's court 
was always open to ſuch complaints; and 
they were received the more readily, be- 
cauſe from them there accrued a conſider= 
able revenue by fines to the crown: - 


It was uſual * to grant charters, that they + 
ſhould not be impleaded in any other court 
or place except before the King himſelf, or 
his chief juſticiers: And this was agreeable 
to the cuſtom of Normandy to grant the 


Y like 


- 
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like privilege or protections: of which fort 
there is a charter in the ad of King John, 
to William de Braioſa, that no Sheriff . or 
Serjeant of the King, ſhould enter into any 


lands of him or his heirs, pertaining to the 
| honour ef Braioſa, to do any part of his 
office there, but that William de Braioſa's 


« own Serjeant ſhould ſammen the piers. 
of the crown. 


But about the year 122 , anno 9 Hen. m. 
when trade and commerce increaſed, the 


Common Pleas court, by ſome writers, is 
thought to have been divided from the Cu- 


ria Regis i in the Exchequer : and by Mag- 
na Charta it was fixed to one certain place, 
viz. Weſtminſter; that the ſubject might 
know where to reſort for juſtice. Though 


Lord Coke obſerves , That Magna Charta 


in this reſpect was only declaratory, or in 

affirmance of the law and cuſtom that had 
prevailed before : for the King, about that 
time, had his Juſtices de Banco z and Lord 
Coke refers to a patent roll 1 Hen. II. ap- 
pointing M. Patterſhul, Chief Juſtice of 
that court, and cites ſeveral books in the 
margin to prove, that the court of Common 


b Madox, 103- i Comment. 2 Inſt, 22. 
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the Degree of Serjeant at Law. 19 


| Pleas was in being even in the as . 
Hen. I. 


And in proceſs of time it was alſo fothd 
to be neceſſary, in caſe of the People, as 
\vell as in aid of the Kiny's Court, to ap- 
point certain juſtices * errant or itinerant to 
go their circuits through the realm. When” 
this was firſt begun it may be difficult to 
ſay, but this was at leaſt as old as the 
12 Hen. II; and probably before, as we 
borrowed many of our cuſtoms from Nor- 
mandy, and according to Madox , _—_— had 
the like juſtices there 


They determined all pleas of the crown 
foreſt; "Chikaiichs Pleas, and all matters of 
tevenue, impoſed tallages, &c: in their re- 
ſpective itinera or circuits, in like manner 
as the chief juſticier in the Curia Regis; 
and what pleas could not be determined by 
them, were referred to the King's court: 
and on theſe occafions, it is probable, Ser- 
jeants at Law, as well as the Sheriffs, acted 
when required, as the King generally had 
his Serjeant in every county ; and the great 
Lords had their Serjeants to prefide in their 
courts Leet and Baron, who determined all 


* Mad, 88. 41. 8. Ihid, 100. 105 
B "_ matters 
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matters and controverſies of law between 


| their tenants, and all treſpaſſes and offences 


among the inhabitants and reſiants within 


the limits of their juxiſdiction. 


But as the names of ſuch judges are barely 
handed down to us, it cannot be known 


what many of them were; though it is pro- 


bable many of them were eccleſiaſtics, as 


the Biſhops, and other churchmen at that 


time, and for many reigns, were Chief 


Juſtices, Treaſurers, Chancellors, Judges, 


and in the higheſt offices of the kingdom. 


And it is commonly ſuppoſed, that moſt of 


the Serjeants and pleaders were clerks or re- 
ligious men; who being bound by their 


order to ſhave their heads, were, for de- 
cency and comelineſs, allowed to cover their 
bald pates with a coif, which has been ever 


ſinee retained. And ſuch was William de 
Buſſey commonly ſuppoſed * to be, who 


was Seneſchallus & principalis conciliaris 


Gulielmi de Valencia, and being accuſed of 


great crimes, and not able to acquit himſelf, 


looſened his coif ut palam monſtraret ſe 
tonſuram habere clericalem,” though that, it 
ſeems, did not ſerve his turn. 


= Chaunc, 2 Whitl, 27% Matthew Paris. 
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But whatever is to be inferred of the 
great antiquity of the order of Serjeants, 
when or how they were created and ap- 
pointed at that time of day, does not appear. 
Soon after they are frequently mentioned as 
Serjeants at Law by their name of office; 
as in the Statute of Weſtminſter , the ar- 
ticuli ſuper chartas*, and elſewhere, and 
ſeem to have been in great repute. It is 
very probable, that they were then, and 
before that time, called by the King's writ, 
and by advice of his council, eſpecially if 
the form of the writ be ſo ancient as Lord 
Coke“ and other writers affirm, as to be 
Found in the oldeſt manuſcript regiſter, 
which is allowed to' be the moſt ancient 
book in the law, and wrote before the con- 
queſt : though it is not to be found in the 
printed Rexiſter of writs, which contains 
only the writs de jure, and not thoſe ex 
gratia regis, as that of the Serjeants CCrs 
tainly 1s. 7 


The form of the writ is in Dugdale?, 
which I ſhall here tranſcribe, as I ſhall have 


occaſion to refer to it hereafter; 3 and, except 


e 0 i 33; 
4 10 Co-pref, 1 Dugd. Orig. Jurid. 136. 
Bp the 


On the Antiquity and Dignity of 
the a it is wo ſame as is in uſe at 
this * „ . 


Rex, 3 N. N. am: - Quia de ad- 
viſamento conſilii noſtri ordinavimus vos ad 
ſtatum & gradum Servientis ad Legem, . . die 
menſis proximo futuro ſuſceptyros, Vobis 
mandamus, firmiter injungentes, quod vos 
ad ſtatum & gradum prædictum ad diem & 
locum in form prædicta ſuſcipiendum or- 
dinetis & præparetis, & hoc ſub pœna mille 

librarum nullatenus ommittatis. | 


18 &c. 


pen che laſt general call of Serjeants, 
in 1736. the writ was in this Sort: 


Seorge che Seeand,; by the grace of God, 
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the F aith, &c. To our truſty 
and well beloved Thomas Parker, of the 
Inner Temple, London, Eſq: greeting: 
Foraſmuch, as by the advice of our council, 
we have ordained you to take upon you the 
State and Degree of, a Serjeant at Law, 
on the morrow of the aſcenſion; we, ſtrict- 
ly injoining, command you to put in order 
and prepare yourſelf to take upon you the 
. {x 1 . 


* 


rhe Degree of Serjeant at Law. 23 
Kate and. degree aforeſaid, in form afore- 
faid ; and this you may in no wiſe omit. 
under the pain of one thouſand pounds. 
_ Witneſs Ourſelf, at W eſtminſter, the 17th 
day of May, in the gth year of our reign: 
| Biſſe and Bray. 


25 


On a label was wrote. 


- To our - truſty and well beloved Thomas 
Parker, Eſq; a writ to take yp the State and 
Degree of a Fee at Law. 


Biſſe and Bray. 


- The like writ was Fn to each #5 _ 
LY though we hows: no account _ any 
call ſo early as the firſt mention of Serjeants, 
yet there can be no doubt, but that every 
one was firſt made a Serjeant at Law, and 
out of them the King appointed his own 
Serjeant; as all the latter entries are, that 
ſuch an one * Serviens ad Legem conſti- 
tutus eſt Serviens Regis ad Legem.” And 
it appears, that in every reign, there were 
one or more Serjeants ſo diſtinguiſhed, who 
had ſome penſion or allowance out of the 
n And it is to the liberate rolls, 
B 4 wherein 


24 On the Antiquity and Dignity of 
wherein the penſions are mentioned, that 


thentic account of them. . 


3 Ed. I. Is the firſt that we meet with 
where Thomas de Weylond, John 
de Montingham, John de Cobbe- 
ham, and Elias de Beckingham, 


penſions aſſigned them out of the 
_ Exchequer for their ſervices. 


9 Ed. 1. Gilbert de Thornton and William 

N Giſelham had the like penſions, 

7 13. mb probably there were the like 
inſtances in former times, but the 
liberate rolls of the of ey are 

loft: -- : 

10 Ed. 1. In the great caſe of Thomas de 
Weylond, intr' placita de parli- 
amento; they are ſaid to be Servi- 
entes in Legibus & conſuetudini- 


bus Angliæ experti. 


20 Ed. I. William Inge, King's Serjeant at 
Law. 


3 5 * 


Serjeant 35 and both ſeem to have 


o Chronte. Series in Dugd, Orig, 35. 
159 Co. * : 
” 1» had 
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we are beholden for the moſt wars and au- 


being the King's Serjeants, had 


21 Ed. I. Richard de Warwick, King: s 
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tbe Degree of Serjeant at Law. 5 


TY. had ſome allowance at the eExche- | 
quer. 1 $5" 

3 Ed. 2. Ann. 1310. Roger d de Same 
Edward Paſſelegh, Serjeants aſ- 
ſignes a plees le 180 & a ſes be- 
ſoines. | . 

9 Ed. 2. William de Hola Gilbert de 
Toutheby, Galfride le Scrope, John 
de Stonore, in conſideration of their 
expences in proſecuting and de- 
fending the King's buſineſs, are 
each of them allowed 20l. yearly. 


14 Ed. 2. John de Denum appears to be a 
k Serjeant, and probably a King's 
Serjeant. Lab. Rl. 
1 Ed. 3. John de Denum, and Gilbert de 
Toutheby, are ſaid to be Servien- 
tes Regis ad Legem. 8 
2 Ed. 3. Gilbert de Toutheby, Serviens 
Regis, had 20 l. a year for his ex- 
pences in the King's buſineſs. 
3 Ed. 3. Richard de Alburgh, and John de 
»Ceantibrig, King's Serjeants. 
5 Ed. 3. William de Denum conſtitutus 
eeſt Serviens Regis 8 Febr. per 
breve Regis (afterwards Baron of 
n Dugd, e. 30 


* 


26 
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on the Antiquity and Dignity of 


the Exchequer) and William de 
Shareſhull, King's Serjeants. 


2 Ka. 3 William Scot, Robert Parning, 


Simon de Trewythoſa, John de 
Trevaignon, Lucas de Burgh, 
made King's Serjeants. The ſame 


year Simon de Trewythoſa was 


made King's Attorney General, to 


proſecute the King's buſineſs in 


parliament, and before his Juſti- 
ces of the bench, with a penſion 
of twenty marks a year. 


9 Ed. 3. William de n * s Ser- 


Jeant. 


14 ka. 3- John de Stovard, * s Ser- 


jeant- 
Theſe probably all had penſions 


or payments out of the Exche- 


quer, as they appear on the libe- 


rate rolls; and were frequently 


made Chief Juſtices, Judges, or 
Barons during pleaſure, and were 
removed from court to court, or 


laid afide, and returned to their 


former practice and ſtation, as Ser- 


jeants at Law. 


15 Ed. 


the Degree of Serjoant at Low. 27 


e 


19 Ed. 3. 


3- William de Thorpe conſtitutus 


eſt Serviens Regis in itinere juſti- 
ciariorum apud Turrim, London, 
3 Febr.—Next * is made King's 
Attorney. _. 

Robert de Thorpe, Hi de 


Green, Thomas de Mb King's 
. Serjeants. 


20 Ed. 4 The fame Robert Thorpe, Henry 


de Green, Servientes Regis ad Le- 
gem ſummoniti ad Part inter Juſti- 


ciarios utriuſque Banci. Dugdale * 
ſays, they and their ſucceſſors gain- 


ed ſuch high eſteem, that from this 


time they had ſummons to parlia- 


ment. And, if I am not miſta- 


ken, they have the like writs or 
ſummons to pacligment at this 


day. 


William de N 1 King's 8 . 
jeant. 


28 Ed. 3. William te! Skipwith, John de 


Mowbray, King's Serjeants, ſum- 
moned to parliament. 


30 Ed. 3. William de Fiſhide, Serjeant at 


Law, (not ſaid * g — 
5 3 wy 
36 Ed. 
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28 On the Antiquity and Dignity of 


31 t Ed. 3. John de Knyvet, (not ſaid King's 


Serjeant. 


36 Ed. 3. Edmond Chellerey, William de 


Wychingham, William Fynchen- 
den, King's Serjeants. 


40 Ed. 3. Robert Belknap, Roger de Meres 


King's Serjeants. 


44 Ed. 3- Roger de Fulthorp, Henry de | 


Perceby, King' s Serjeants. 


50 Ed. 3. The commons petition , that di- 


vers commiſſions for enquiring in- 
to and puniſhing extortions or ſuch 
like offences, granted heretofore 
to ſundry perſons of evil fame, 
may be repealed, and no ſuch 
granted thereafter but to Lords, 
and others of beſt reputation in 
their countries. 


The King cranteth thereunto, 
and that no ſuch commiſſion be 
thereafter made, but to the Juſ- 

tices, Serjeants, and others learn- 
cd in the law, and of beſt ability. 
And in the roll itſelf it appears, 
and ſo in many other parliaments 
before and after this time, that 


the committees or. triers ap Nin ted 
1 * Cott. Records 124. | 
— 2 FE 


the Dips of Serjcant ar Laus 29 


for receiving and hearing petitions. 

had power to call unto them, as 
need ſhould require, the King's 
| Juſtices and e for their 
advice. 


51 Ed. 3. John Holt, king 8 Serjeant. 
1 Rich. 2. Robert Treſulyan, John Holt, 
Walter de Clopton, David de 
Stanemere, John de Middleton 

King's Serjeants. 
2 Rich. 2. All the Juſtices and Serjeants * N 
do the King are charged in full 
: parliament to ſay their knowledge 
in a point of law touching a 
feoffment made by the late * 
ERS Ed. 3. , 

4 Rich. 2. The King's. 1 ; 8 
Advocates and Commons, ſum- 
moned to e at NN 
5 ampton. we 1 
5 Rich. 2. The Commons require 7, 7, that 
two Juſtices, two Serjeants, and 
four Apprentices of the law, may 
be ſworn to declare the delay and 
defects of the law, and that the 


ſame may be remetlied. 
* Cott. Rec. 169. 7 Ibid, 197. 


6 Rich. 


zo" On the Antiity ant Dignity of 


6 Rich. 2. John de Cary, Edmund de Clay, 
John Hill, ſummoned ad gradum 
Servient ad Legem ſuſeipiendum 
die Lunæ prox ante feſtum Purif 
er 1 5 this was 

7 Rich. 2. William Rickhill, King's Ser- 

9 Rich: 2. Walter Clopton; John de Lok- 

ton, King's Serjeants. 
14 Rich. 2. John Markham, John Wadhamy 
William Hankeford; | William 

Breneheſley, King's Serjeants. 

21 Rich. 2. William Gaſcoyne, King s Sers 
. jeant. : 
1 Hen 4. William Gaſcoyne, Robert Ter- 

Wit, William Hornby, . s Ser- 
jeants. | 


3 Hen. 4. John Read, Mich. 8 4. 
Triſby, Hill, 3 Hen. 4. only Ser- 
]eants, not King's Serjeantz. 
4 Hen. 4. Thomas Tiddeſlegh, John Col- 

pepper, King's Serjeants. 
9 Hen. 4. Richard . 80 8555 Ser- 
jeant. i 

10 Hen. 4. William Skrens, : 

. 1 12 Hen. 
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32 "ep 4. Inka de Preſton, William l- 


1 Hen. 5 


2 Hen. 5 


3 Hen, 5. John Martin, William Babing= 


_ * Clauf, 2 H. 3. 


dington, Jacob Strangeways, Wil- 
liam Cheyne, John Barton, jun- 


Walter Aſkham, John Martin, and 


William Wynard, ſummoned to 
take their degree as Serjeants at 
Law, 3 Febr. clauſ. 12 Hen. 4. 


William Skreyne, William Lod- 
dington, John Halls, King's Ser- 


Jeants. 5 ; . 
John Martin, John Ivyn, Wil- 
Haga Wynard, Thomas Rolf, John 


Barton, jun“. 15 Febr. ſummoned 


to take the degree of Serjeant at 
Law ad Paſch. prox. futurum 


ton, Thomas Rolf, John Ivyn, 
John Barton, ſen*. John Barton, 


jun. Thomas Lopham, William 


Poulet, William Wynard, ſum- 


moned 11 July; to take the De- 


gree of Serjeants at Law, 15 Mich. 
following. 


James Strangewys King's 8 Ser- 


jeant. 
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3s On the Antiquity and Dignity of 
It ſeems, (fays Dugdale) that 


this State and Degree of Serjcant, 


conſidering their grand feaſts, and 
their large retinue for attendance 
they formerly had, was ſo charge- 
able, that the learned in the law 


upon them, inſomuch that the 
Kings of this realm became neceſ- 
ſitated to require them thereunto 
by a ſpecial writ of ſummons. 


= The firſt of which (he adds) that 


he met with, was the 6 Rich. 2. 
to I 3 Edward ay, and 


3 Fer it appears, that in ſeveral Cy laws, 


made in ſubſequent reigns to reſtrain dreſs, Proviſo's 


were inſerted in favour „of Serjeants at Law, at the 


time they took their eſtate upon them, and thoſe that 


commenced in the Univerſities: they being left at liber- 
ty to give liveries to others, beſides their own menial 
ſervants, which Knights, and others of leſs degree, were 
reſtrained from doing. See Stat. 8. Hen. 6. c. 4. And 


dy the Stat. 1. Hen. 8. c. 14. it is enacted, That no 


man, except Spiritual Men, and Serjeants at Law, or 
Graduates at Univerſities, ** uſe any more cloth in a 
5 " gown, than four broad yards; and in a riding 

gon or coat, about three yards, upon pain of for- 
tc feiture thereof.” Theſe Statutes, ſince repealed, are 


in Raſtal's collection; and the firſt of them is likewiſe 


in Mr. Pickering's edition. 


Jobs 


were not very forward to take it 


3 
38 

. 

"DF 


the Degree of Serjeant at Law. 33 


John Hille. After that ſeveral 
others had the like writs, but not 
of their own e as in the 
following inſtance. 

John Martin, William 1 
ton, William Pole, William Weſt- 
Bury, John Ivyn, and Thomas Rolf, 

ſix grave and famous apprentices 

of the law, having writs delivered 
them to take the State and Degree 
of Serjeant, returnable in Mich. 
term. When all the means which 
they had uſed could not prevail, 
=D at the return in Chancery, 
abſolutely refuſed the ſame, had a 
complaint made againſt them in 
Parliament: whereupon, by advice 
of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, they were convened before 
the Parliament, and they appear- 
ing accordingly, were charged to 
take upon them the State and De- 
gree, under a great penalty. They - 
prayed to be excuſed till Trinity 
term following, and promiſed they 
would then obey without fur- 
ther delay; which at laſt they 
did, and divers of them did after- 
G wards 


34 On the Antiquity and Dignity-of 
woards worthily ſerve the 1 
in the nnn __ of the 
law. 


But hat was the — or mo- 
9 ee nn. does not ap- 


5 Hen. 5. William Weſtbury, John Coriſ- 
more, Serjeants. 

8 Hen. 5. William . William 
r 

3] Hen. 6. John Ellarker, William God- 

red, William Hall, Richard New- 

ton, Thomas Fulthorpe, William 

Chauntrell, Robert Caundiſh, John 

Weſton, per breve R. ad gradum 

Servient' ad Legem vocati. T. R. 

28 Nov. clauſ. 36 H. 6. m. 12. 

8 "SY 6. John Forteſcue, Mich. 8. H. 6. 

9 Hen. 6. William Godrede, Richard New- 

ton, King's Serjeants. 

Thomas Rolf, Serjeant, was ſum- 

eee to receive the order of 

knighthood, and, for his not ap- 

pearing, had like to be fined, 

pleaded his N ge. that he was 


. bi c. 41. and 2 loft. 214. Cott. Ree. 353. 
a Ser- 
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the Degree of Sens at Law. 35. 


a a Serjeant at Law, and bound to 


and not elſewhere © And before 
26 Hen. 8. none of this degree 
did receive knighthood. Thomas 
Willoughby and John Baldwin, 


5 Serjeants at Law to the King, are 
ſaid to be Nr firſt * were 


ö Knighted “. * 


18 Hen. 6. John Portington, comnfilties; ü 


unus Serv' Regis ad Legem. 


19 Hen. 6. * F 2 Ml WE King 8 
Serjeant. Paſch. 19 H. 6. 


21 Hen, 6. Nicholas de Aſhtone, Richard 
"Bingham, Rad. Pole, Robert Dan- 


| f attend the court of Common Pleas, 


5 William Yelverton,” : John Mark- 


9 by, John P ryſot, | Walter Moyle, 
a Peter | Ar der n, Robert Danvers ad | 


Or adum 3 Servient! ad Legem aſ- 


citi in Octob. S. John . prox. 


3 14 Febr. 


ham, King's e 


4 % n 


Dugd. c. 51. 
6 Spelman's MS. Rep. cited in Dugd. ibid. 
. Ca. 31 Hen. 


22 Hen. 6. Robert Danvers,” John Mark- 
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"Y on the Antiquity and D 3 
31 Hen. 6. William Hir 


0 ne, 
Laken, William Wangford, Wil- 
lam Bœff, Thomas Littleton, 
A Richard ebcke, John Needham, 
4 5 Thomas Billing, ad gradum ſu- 

g ſeip aſciti. ke 


32 Hen. 6. Walter Moyle, John Needham, 
King's Serjeants. Hill & Paſch. 


33 Hen. 6. Thomas s Littleton Serviens Re- 
gis ad LD Pat. 33 2 25 6. 


5 zo Hen. 6. Thomas Billing, Serv* ad 1 


gem, conſtit Serv Regis 21 Apr. 
391 Hen. 6. The Duke of York preferring 
his claim to the crown in parlia- 

ment, the King's Juſtices, Ser- 
jeants, and Attorney, are called 
on in parliament, to anſwer the 
_ fame; but they refuſing to anſwer 
the ſame *, in a matter fo far above 
their cognizance, the Lords, after 
another debate, ordered the Ser- 
8 jeants and Attorney to come e and 
Mp . x 


© Cott. "Reis, 65 : 
t See the Hiſtories. : 
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: the Degree of Serjeant at Law. 37 | 
2d MY Thomas. Young, Richard Neel, | —— 
je William Jenny, Guido Fairfax, | 
Thomas nh John Greenfield, 
John Cateſby, Richard Pigot, ſum- 
moned to take the Serjeant s De- 
gree, Nov. 7. 
Thomas Voung made one of the 
Kin g's Serj eants by TON; 8 Nov. 
3 Ed. 4 
ls 3. Richard Neel made King's Ser- 
| j;ũeant, 12 Aug. 4 Ed. 4. f 
7 Ed. 4. Guido Fairfax, 28 Apr. Rich- 
ard Pigot made Kings nent. 
a | 
L Ed. 4- "Join Cateſby, King's Serjeant, 
£22 7 "29. Ae 0 ERS. 
g 12 Ed. 4. Richard Ms. eleQtus * 
1 
"I 7 Ed. 4 William Huſſee, file pheey Ster- 

” key, Thomas Treymayle, John 
Sulyard, William, Colow, John 
Vavaſour, Roger Townſend, Tho- 

mas Bryges, Thomas Rogers, cal- 

| | led Serjeants 9 June. 
21 Ed. 4. Thomas Tremayle made King 8 
Serjeant, Pat. 26 Nov. 21 Ed. 4. 
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Walter Keeble, Serjeant, Mich. 
2 1 Ed. 4. 


I Ed. . John N made King': 8 Ser- 
jeant, Pat. 15 June, 1 Ed. 5. and 
Thomas Tremayle. 


1 Rich. 3. John Vavaſour, Roger Townſ- 
end, Thomas Tremayle, * 8 
Serjeants, 27 June. 


.1 Hen. 7. Thomas Wood, Robert Reed, 
John Hawes, John Fineux, Wil- 
liam Davers, Thomas Keeble, 
Richard Jay, ad gradum Serv ad 
Loegem aſciti, 20 Nov. John Va- 
vaſour, John Tremayle, William 
Huddlesfield, John Fiſher, and 
William Hody, made King Ser- 


| jeants. | 
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by Hen. 7. Thomas Wood, King 8 Serjeant, 


| 3 June. 
9 Hen. 7. Robert Reed, W 8 Serjeant, 
We 8 Apr. 


10 Hen. 7. Robert Conſtable, electus. Cod. 
Hoſp. Line., 


11 Hen. 7. Humphrey Coningſby, n 
Boteler, electi 10 Sep. 
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the 3 of Serjeant at Law. 39 
Thomas Keeble, Thomas Ox- 
onbridge, Thomas Frowyk, Rich- 
ard Higham, John Kingſmille, 
John Yaxley, Thomas Mordant, 
clecti 10 Sep. feſtum apud Ely- 
Houſe in Holbourne, Rege & Re- 

- yo preſentibus *, 


John Mordaunt made Kin ing 's Ser- 
n Nov. 25. 


12 Hen. 7. John EKingſmille, Paſch. 
Nö'K. l. 7. made King's Serjeant. 
14 Hen. 7 Richard Higham, Trin. Tho- 


mas Keeble, Mich. _ King's 
Serjeants. 


16 Hen. 7. Humphrey Coningbvy King's 


Serjeant, 30 Oct. 


t See Holling 8 Chronicle, p- 770 This feaſt! is alſo 
taken notice of by Lord Bacon, in his Hiſtory of that 
King's Reign: the paſſage, on the preſent oceaſion, is 
extremely well worth tranſcribing. Upon the ſix- 
e teenth of November, (this being the eleventh year 
<4 of the King) was holden the Serjeant's feaſt at Ely 
tc Palace; there being nine Serjeants of that call, The 
« King, to honour the feaſt, was preſent with his Queen 
e at the dinner; being a Prince that was ever ready to 
grace and countenance the Profeſſors of the law; hav- 


s ing a little of that, That as he governed his ſubjetts by 


2 his laws, ſo he governed his laws by his lawyers.” p. $2. 
1255 84 18 Hen, 


F 49 On the Aut and L 


- — — — 
1 = > 
— * r. 2 * 8 * g "wy ” 5 2 r 
——— hs. raced — 8 i - 7 
* — 22 » ti — Late aa S TE > * = : 
. 6 
— hs RNC DI IT —— ———— * We wt * t y _— 
. 
- 


ini 


'T oy Hen. 7 Edmund Polley exoneratus ab 
| officio Serv ad Legem, bill fi gn” 
„ 2457 
Guido Palmes ad gradum Ser- 


vient ad Legem aſcitus, 1 Nov. 


20 Hen. 7. - Brook, Robert Brudnell, 
William Grevill, Thomas Mar- 
row, George Edgore, John More, 
John Cutler, Thomas (Richard) 
Elliot, Ludovicus Pollard, Guido 
Palmes, William Fairfax. Feaſt 
at Lambeth Houſe. 

Robert Brudnell, _ 8 Serjeant, 
25 Oct. | 
| Thomas Pigot, Aegean Mich. 
6 :20 H. . | 
21 1 Hen. 7. — Newport, Hill. 21 H. 7. 


22 Hen. ”, Ludovicus Pollard and Richard 
Elliot, King's Serjeants, 9 July. 
1 Hen. 8. Ludovicus Pollard, and Richard 


Elliot, King's Serjeants, ow 28 
Apr. 1 H. 8. 


- 


» Dugd. c. 47. Holling. Chron. 504. 
| 2 Hen, | 


the Degree of doit an Lin 
2 Hen. 8. John Newport, John News; 


gate, Brian Palmys, jun. Richard 
Brook, Thomas Pigot, John Car- 
rell, — Brook, John Roe, An- 
thony Fitzherbert, ad ſtatum & 
gradum, Serv ad Legem, aſciti 
18 Nov. 

Rex conceſſit Ricardo Brook, 
quod ipſe ad ſtatum & gradum 
Servientes ad Legem ſuſcipiendum 
contra voluntatem ſuam non aſ- 
ſignetur; & quod fi electus fit 
ſtatim recipere recuſet ', Bill fign' 
11 July, 2 H. 8. 


5 Hen. 8. Guido Palmys, Thomas Pigot, 


King's Serjeants, 9 May. 


6 Hen. 8. John Carrell, ST s Serjeant, 


1 June, 


8 Hen. 8. Anthony Ficechure, one of 7 


the King's OO” TIC 24 
NM. 


"2 Hen 8. John Newdigate, King's 8 Ser- 


jeant. 


Baldwin Malet, electus ad gra- 
dum & ſtatum Servient ad Legem 
recipiendum in Octob. 8. 3 


, Dogs. Series, 79. 


Bap. 


42 On the Antiquity and Dignity of 


Bap. difoneratus per ſpecialem 
laborem amicorum ſuorum *.” 

x 13 Hen. 8. William Rudhale, John Fitz- 
James, John Port, Thomas Fair- 
fax, John Spilman, John Brown, 
William Shelley, Thomas Wil- 
loughby, Robert Norwich, Tho- 
mas Englefield, ad gradum Ser- 
vient' ad Legem, electi. F eſtum 
apud Ely-Houſe. 


. 0 Hen. 8. Robert Norwich, appointed 
| King's Serjeant, Pat. 11 July. 

15 Hen. 8. Thomas Englefield, King's Ser- 

jeant at Law, has a yearly penſion 


| of rool. during life. 
20 Hen. 8. John Spelman made King's Ser- 


jeant. 
22 Hen. 8. Thomas Willoughby, king' . 
Serjeant, and the firſt who was 


Eknighted. 
23 Hen. 8. ER Brown, Serviens ad 
Legem, Thomas Audley, Walter 
Luke, John Baldwin, John Hinde, 
_ Chriſtopher Genny, John Den- 
ſell, Edward Mervin, Edmund 


* Dugd. gr. 
I See a particular account of this call, Dugd. Ea 
XY | Rnightly, 


f 


ie wie: we We er Roger Vork, 
called Serjeants Mich. T. Craft 
r Martin. * eſtum 2 Ely- 
| + BVou%-: + 
Thomas Audley, made King's. 
Serjeant, 14 Nov. (Prolocutor Par- 
liam') next year Keeper of the 
Great Seal *, and afterwards Lord 
Chancelbe; ⁊· *: 
John Baldwin, ſimiliter 16 Nov. 
| and John Packington. 
26 Hen. 8. John Hind made King's Ser- 
jeant, 2 fan. 
27 Hen. 8. Chriſtopher Jenny, Humph- 
rey Brown, King's Serjeants. 
29 Hen. 8. Edward Mountague, King 8 
Serjeant. 


30 Hen. 8. Edward Mervin, . 8 "oY 


jeant. 


31 Hen. 8. Thomas Ruſhedon, Robert 
Townſend, John Harris, ad _ 
dum Servient electi. 


u Dugg. c. 47. Stow's Survey. 
* Till about this time, the Great Seal had been prin- 


 cipally in the hands of churchmen, Vid. Dugd. and 
Rapin' s Series of Chancellors. 


Thomas 


„ On abe Antiquity and Dignity of 


Thomas Bromely, John Carrel, 
Robert N William Con- 
ingſby, ſimiliter 
32 Hen. 8. William "SME Edward 
Saunders, Jacob Hales, Jacob 
Miſſenden, ad gradum & ſtatum 
prædictum evecti. Trin. 22 H. 8. 
The feaſt was kept at St. John's *, 
at which were preſent the Lords- 
and Commons, with the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen: and ten 
Serjeants are ſaid to have been 
made at this call. 


Thomas Bromely and William 
Portman, King's Serjeants. 


34 Hen. 8. Edward Molineux, Humphrey 
Brown, King's Serjeants. = 
35 Hen. 8. Robert Townſend, Thomas 
| Bromley, Jac. Hales, King's Ser- 


jeants. 


ets, — go F< 222 


Neither Hall nor Dugdale ſay where the place was, 
but it ſeems to have been the Priory houſe which ſtood 
in the ſtreet by Smithfield, now going by that name. 
This Priory was ſuppreſſed on the 7th of May this very 
year. Stow, b. 4. p. 63. The feaſt is ſaid in Hall's 
Chronicle, to have been on St. Peter's eve, which is 
not till the 2gth of June, after this houſe was in the 

0 hands. 5 
36 Hen. 
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45 ; 
36 Hen. - is Cholmley, Jac. Hales, 
King's Serjeants. | 
38 Hen. 9. David Croke, John Whiddon, 
Ludovicus Pollard, Robert Mey- 
nell, Richard Morgan, William 
Coke. Brevia de Trin. 28 H. 8. 
Habuere ad ſtatum & gradum Serw 
ad Legem ſuſcip' ſed Nege mori 
ente alia brevia R ab Ed. 
0 a | 
1 Ed. "Pp Feſtum in Aula Hoſp. Linc. at 
the ſpecial requeſt of Lord Wrio- 
theſly, then Lord Chancellor“. 
John Harris, W s Serjeant, 
13 Mas: 
Edward Saunders, 110 King” 8 
 Serjeant, ir Febr. 1 Ed. 6. | 
4 Ed. 6. William Cook made King's Ser- 
jeant 22 Oct. 


John Pollard, exoneratus a ſtatu 
& gradu Serv ad Legem. Pat. 4 
Ed. 6. 21 Oct. and 3 Philip and 
Mary choſen Speaker. 
5 Ed. 6. John Whiddon and David Brooke, 
King's Serjeant.. 71 5 


„ Dugd. C. 48. 


6 Ed. 


46 On the Antiquity and Dignity of . 
6 Ed. 6. Robert Brooke, ad ſtatum & gra- | 


dum Serv' ad Legem evectus T. 


Mich. And 1 Mary, choſen 
Speaker, and Recorder of Lon- 


don; and next year, Chief Juſ- 


tice of the Common Pleas. 


William Cooke, James Dyer, 
EKing's Serjeants. | 


James Dyer, (Speaker) John 
Carrell, Thomas ' Gawdy, ſer. 
Richard Catlin, Radul. Rokeſby, 


e, Willem Stanford, William Da- 


liſon, ad Gradum & ſtatum Serv 


ad Legem per breve Regis aſciti. 


19 May. Robert Kelway ſimili- 
ter. Feſtum apud Gray's Inn. 


1 ; Mar. Reg. James Dyer, William Stan- 


ford, made Queen s Serj eants, 


109 Oct. 


2 Mar. George Wood, a os Serv” ad 


8 
3 


Legem „ Exoneratus. 


John Prideaux, George Wood, 
Francis Morgan, Robert Catlin, 


Anthony Brown, George Slintpoll, 


William Bendloes, George Brown, 
John * = * very 
ad 


the Degree of n at Lau: 9 


prox futuro coaſciti. ak 
See in Dugdale ?, 3 ahi manner of 
ordering this feaſt, and the allow- 
_ ance of rings and cloth, which 
ſeem different from the former in 
quantity and value, 
John Caryl, ad dium gradum 
in Octab' S. Trin. ſuſcip' aſcitus. 
2 | & 3 Phil. & Mar. Wm. Raſtell ſimiliter. 


Ra. Rokeby, Serjeant at Law, 
being appointed Juſtice and Com- 
miſſioner in the North, was diſ- 
charged by patent from his ſervice 
and attendance as Serjeant at Law. 

Note. Rokeby was not Queen's 
Serjeant, but mere Serjeant at 
Law; and the King and Queen 
diſcharged him from all attendance 
and ſervice which he ſhould or 
ought to give or do, by reaſon of 
his being Serjeant at Law; and 
releaſes and diſcharges him of and 
from wearing any * quayf,” and 
all other apparel, garments and 
habit, that by the laws and cuſ— 


4 Ca. 48. 


toms 


ea fully and — to all — 
- |» tents, as if he had never been a 
S8iegheant at Law, or had never ta- 
115 ere bim the aw or de- 

3 ran. & Mar. ena Brown, conſtitu- 
13 . a Serviens Domini Rogis & Re- 
"Richard Catlin and William Da- 

lis, fimiliter. __ 


4 Phil. & Mar. Robert Catlin, bali, 

| 4 Nove | 

5 Phil. & Mar. John Prideaux, King | and 
Queen s Serjeants. =” 


6 Phil & Mar. Thomas Carus, Reg. 1 
bet, John Welſh, John Southcot, 
- Edmund Plowden, Thomas Gaw- 

dey, George Wall, Richard Har- 

per, William Foſter, Ranulph 
Cholmley, Gilbert Gerrard, John 
Bireh, ad gradum Servient' ad 
7 Legem fuſcip' aſciti a dic Paſch 
in tres s ſcptimanos. 


© See the patent at full length, Dugd. c. 54. 


the Degree of Serjeant at Lam. 49 


Sir William Dugdale fays , that 


Bendloe, Powtrell, and Mead, 
were the only Serjeants in being: 
and Rowe, in his preface to Bend- 
loe's Reports, ſays, that William 
Bendloes was the only Serjeant at 
Law, for part of the time of Phi- 

lip and Mary, and part of Queen 

Elizabeth's Reign. And in the 
latter end of the preface to 3 Mo- 
dern Reports, it is ſaid, ann. 
1 Eliz. there was but one Ser- 
jeant at the C. P. bar, for a whole 
term together; and that was Ser- 
jeant Bendloes. And this parti- 
cular was recorded in the ſouth 
window of Serjeant's-inn-chapel, 
in Fleet-ſtreet ; it being mention- 
ed under his arms*, © Annis Re- 
ginarum Marie ultimo & Eliza- 
bethæ primo 5 7 as & claruit 
ſolus.“ 


iz. a ſuppoſe, the Queen dying) the 


ſame perſons, together with Rich- 
ard Powtrell, are called to the 


" os a Fo _ fame 


58 On the Antinity and Dignity W 
fame degree, per 3 „„ 
12 Dec. 
Richard Weſton, finiliter, 24 
Jan. and made een 5 Serjeant, 
13 Febr. 

1 Eliz. Nicholas Powtrell, and Thomas 
Carus made Queen's Serjeants. 


f 8 wk — Barker and Richard Catlin, 


Queen's Serjeants. 


9 Eliz. Thomas Gawdy*, ſen*. Roger Man- 
wood, Chriſtopher Wray, Thomas 

Mead, Nicholas Barham, John 
Jeffereys, William Lovelace, Paſ. 

9 Eliz. Feſtum apud Gray's Inn. 
Chriſtopher Wray, Queen's Ser- 
jeant: 18 June choſen Speaker. 

14 Eliz. Robert Mounſon, electus per ſpe- 
ciale mandatum Reginæ, Mich. 

14 Eliz. Hoſp. Linc' : John Jef- 


fereys, one of the Faves” s Ser- 


jeants. 
15 Eliz. Nicholas Barham, Queen's s Ser- 
Eg = 
19 Eliz. William Ayloff, Edward Baber, 
1 Francis Windham, electi. T. 
Mich. 165 


P P lowd. 342. b. 
e Francis 


the L Dep 1 Serjeant at Law. 51 
Fr 


d „ Edmund An- 


derſon, Robert Shute, Edward 


: Fenner, electi. Mich. 


Robert Bell (Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons) one of the 


. Queen's Serjeants, and the ſame 


year, 24 Jan. made Chief Baron. 


Feſtum in aulà Med. Templi. 22 


Jan. 19 Eliz.” 


19, 20 Eliz. Francis Rodes, John Popham, 


21 Eliz. 


22 Eliz. 


electi. T. Hill. 
John Popham, exoneratus de no- 


mine ſtatu & gradu Servientis ad 
Legem, Speaker of the Houſe of 


Commons; made Sollicitor Ge- 
neral, 28 June following, after- 


wards Attorney General, and from 
34 Eliz. to 1 Ja. Chief Juſtice of 
the King's Bench. 

Edmund Anderſon, Serv Re- 


ginæ. 


John Clench, 3 Puckering, 


Thomas Walmſley, ad gradum 


Servient' ad Legem, electi. Wil- 


_ liam Fleetwood, Edward Flower- 


„ Dugd. c. 46. Eo 
2 due, 


52 On the Antiquity and Dignity of 


due, Thomas Snagg, William Pe- 
riam, Robert Halton, electi. T. 
Mich. Feſtum apud Novum « 


Tehplum. 


24. Eliz. Francis Rodes. 21 Aug. Francis 
| Gawdy, 17 * — s Ser- 
Jeants. he 


36 Eliz. Thomas Gent, Richard Shuttle- 
worth (poſtea juſticiar Ceſtriæ) 
made Serjeants. pigs | 


30 Eliz. John Pickering, Queen's 8 Serjeant, 
3 July, Speaker, and 34 Eliz. 
made Keeper of the Great Seal. 


Robert Gardiner electus T. Hill. 
{paſte Capital JET i Hibernia 


1 Iei is not aly to Fay which of the Temples is here 
meant; this name comprehending both. Dugdale took 
his entry from Holinſhed's Chronicle. According to 
Stow and Dugdale, in their accounts of the Temple, 
the ſpot was called the New Temple, becauſe the temp- 
lars, before the building of this houſe, had their temple 
in Oldbourn, (Hodie Holburne). Stow, 1 vol. 270. 
And ſo late as in the letters patent of 6 King James, 
under which the ſocieties now derive their title, the 
whole is deſcribed by the name of © Hoſpicia & 
t capitalia Meſſuagia cognita per nomen de le Inner 
& Temple, & le Middle Temple, five Novi Templi, 
66 Loudon.” TO 141. | 


coram 


the Degree of Sa ee at n 53 


zina) Robert Clarke 


1 folus loſing, 14 June. 


31 Eliz. 


Chriſtopher Yelverton, Speaker , 
electus de Gray's Inn. Trin. T. 
and made Queen's Serjeant. 


Thomas Hammond, Thomas 


Harris, electi. Edward Drew, 
John Cooper, John Glanville, 
Thomas Owen, electi. 
Thomas Snaggs, Queen's Serjeant, 
19 April, Speaker. 
William Fleetwood, Queen's Ser- 
3 27 Jan. Recorder of London. 
Thomas Owen, Queen s Serjeant, 
25 Jan. 

Edward Heron, Richard Lew- 


8 Peter Warburton, Rich- 
ard Brainthwaite, John Saville, 


John Hele, Thomas Fleming, Da- 
vid Williams, Matthew Evans, 


John Spurling, ad gradum Serv ö 


ad Legem, ne vocati 
29 Nov. 


This * was choſen speaker 39 Eliz. his 
extraordinary diſabling ſpeech is to be met with in 


D Eve 8 Journal. 549. 


D ; OO George 


54 On the 


8 7 Eliz. 


George Kingſmill, electus fimili- 
ter & Serviens Dnæ 1 con- 
ſtitutus. 


William Daniel, 3 8 Ser- 
Jeant, 9 Febr. 


Thomas Fleming a ſtatu & gradu 


| Servient ad Legem exoneratus, 


5 Nov. and next day made Solici- 


tor General. See the patent at 


large *. 


Edward Drew, Queen' 8 Serjeant, 
| Mich, 

, Chriſtopher F Queen's 
Serjeant, 11 May, and 14 Jam. 
made Attorney General; and on 


27 June, 18 Jam. ſequeſtratus ab 


executione officii prædicti. 


Seorge Kingſmill, 2 8 Ser» 
jeant, 8 Febr, - | 


Edmund Delham, ad ſtatum & 


" erectus, Mich. 


John Heat, Queen's Serjeant, 
16 May. 


Henry Hobart, Edward Philips, 


afterwards Speaker, and at the ſame 


* Dugd. Ca. 55. 7 
| time 


#6 Degree of Serjeant al Law. 55 
time Maſter c of the Rolls; Auguſtin | 
N icholls, Fee} Hil. 


1 Jac. John Croke?®, Speaker, 43 Eliz. 
and Recorder of London, Thomas 
Coventry, Lawrence Tanfield, 
Thomas Foſter, Robert Barker, 
electi. „ 

John Shirley, George Snigg, 

James Altham, Richard Hutton *, 
20 ſtatum & — &c. Ro- 


£5 £4 &@ *® 


electi. 


? James Heal, Edward Philips, 
Juohn Croke, James Ley, John 
n Ing? 8 STERN 


Cro. Ja. fol. 


© Richard Hutton was afterwards, in 1 3 
made a Judge of the Common Pleas, on which occaſion 
Lord Bacon, (then Chancellor) made that excellent 
ſpeech, a ſtanding leſſon to all poſterity. 2 vol. fol. 238. 
Beſides the other two ſpeeches of: this kind that remain 
of Lord Bacon's, it ſeems formerly to have been a com- 
poſition much laboured, and often printed; of which 
many are yet extant : that of Lord Keeper North's, on 
the promotion of Serjeant Saunders to be Chief Juſtice of 
King's Bench, in the room of Chief Juſtice Pemberton, 
removed to the head of the Common Pleas, is * 
inferior to none. 


D Fa James 
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James Ley, Attorney of the court 
of Wards, and afterwards Lord 
Treaſurer and Earl _ Marlbo- 
rough. 
2 Jac. John Doderid ge, exoneratus a 
gradu Servientis ad Legem, 29 
Oct. afterwards made King's Ser- 
jeant 25 June, 5 Jac. and ſoon 
| after a Judge of the King's Bench. 
3 . Thomas Coventry, King's Ser- 
jeant, 13 Jan. Solicitor General 
14 March, 14 Jac. Attorney Ge- 
neral anno 18 Jac, afterwards 
Judge of the Common' Pleas, and 
1 Car. Keeper of the Great Seal. 
Henry Hobart, a ſtatu & gradu 
Serv ad Legem exoneratus 2 Nov. 
the 4th of July following, made 
Attorney General, 11 Jac. Chief 
Juſtice of the Common Pleas, and 
the ſame year revoked, and next 
ere” year appointed again 15 Jac. 
4 Jac. Edward Coke (Attorney General 
36 Eliz. Chief Juſtice of the 
King's Bench, 11 James) John 
Davies, * Winch, ad 


8 Ley 8 Report. 
ſtatum 


te Degre of Sent at Law. LY 


| Ntatu 


, ; 1 Y ; . F 
L 1 * ef r. * 5 2 I > ta £ # 
rin. ; a * es 


5 Jac. PR Doderidge, made 
4 of the King 8 * 25 
June. 


. John 5 Si Edward Bromley, 


ad ſtatum & gradum, Serv aſciti. 


| 8 Jac. Henry Mountague, Recorder of 


/ 


London, ad ftatum, &c. aſcitus, 


4 Febr. made King's Serjeant - 


1 Febr. afterwards Lord Chief 
Juſtice of the King's Bench, Lord 


Treaſurer, Baron of Kimbolton, 


Viſcount Mandeville, and Earl of 
Mancheſter. 32 5 


9 2 


William Methwould; ad ſtatum 


 _ &c. electus 23 Nov. 


1 Me John Davies made King 8 1 


30 June. 


12 Jac. Robert Hicham, Sui ad ſtatum 


be 


& gradum Serv” ad Legen 25 


June. 


Ranulph' Crew, eleQus 1 July 


Speaker: and afterwards Chief 


| Juſtice of the King's Bench; Tho- 
mas Richardſon, Speaker ; and 


Leon 
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Leon Bautrey, John Moore, Ca- 
rol Chibborne, electi Mich. 

Thomas Athow, Henry Finch, 
Thomas Chamberlain, Francis 
Harvey, George Wilde, Francis 
Moore, William Touſe, ſimiliter 


electi. Feſtum in aula Med. 


Templi. 


14 Jac. 


15 Jac. 


18 Jac. 


21 Jac. 


Henry Finch made King's Ser- 


jeant 11 June. 1 
Edward Hendon ad ſtatum & | 
gradum evectus T. Mich. 


Robert Hicham Miles, King „ 
Seriengt, 4 Jan. 


William Jones, ad ſtatum & gra- 
dum, &c. evectus 14 Mar. 


Francis Aſhley, ad ſtatum & gra- 
dum, &c. evectus 15 Febr. | 


John Shirley, ad ſtatum & gradum, 


&c. evectus Paſch. 

James Whitlock, fimiliter, T . 

Trin. 5 

George Gabe F rancis Crawley, 

HeneageFinch (afterwards Speaker 

and Recorder, 1 Car.) Rice Gwyn, 

Humphrey Davenport, Richard 
Di 8555 
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Diggs, John Darcey, Egremond 
Thinn, Thais Hetley, John 
Hoſkins, ad ſtatum & gradum 
Serv ad Legem ſuſcipiend aſciti, 
26 June. 82 


Richard Amhurſt fimiliter, 2 
Aug. Thomas Crew ſimiliter, 21 
Sept. Speaker, Henry Binge, John 
Bridgman, John Brampſton, ſi- 
militer 22 Sept. Feſtum in aula 
Medii Templi. 

George Croke knighted the ſame 
day, and made King's Serjeant; 
and 11 Febr. following made a 
Judge of the Common Pleas, and 
4 Car made a Judge of the Es 
Bench. 
_ Gas Crow, made King s Ser- 
jeant 18 Oct. 
John Lloyd, ad ſtatum & FM 
aſcitus 29 Dec. 


22 Jac, Thomas Richardſon Miles, 20 


Febr. Thomas Crew, 21 Febr. 
made King's Serjeants. 


John Walter Miles, Thomas Tre- 
vor Miles, ad ſtatum, &c. aſcii 


»Cro. Car. pref; 
f 8 Apr. 
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8 Apr. and John Walter next day 
made King's Serjeant and Chief 
Baron; and Trevor King's Ser- 
jeant and a Baron. 
Henry Velverton Miles and Fran- 
cis Aſhley, ad ſtatum, &c. aſciti 
4 May. 1ſt day of the term. 
Humphrey Davenport, King's 
Serjeant, 8 May. me 
2 Car. Nicholas Hide ſimiliter 21 Jan. 
Rowland Ward, Robert Barkley, 
ad ſtatum, &c. 12 Febr. 


3 Car. Robert Barkley, King's Serjeant, 
12 April: William _— ſimili- 


ter 19 April. 
Robert Callice, 12 April: . 
. » 4 July, ad gradum vo- 


cati. 


6 Cer Jones Welton ad gridum, Gee. 19 
Mar. 


7 Car. Robert Heath, A General, 
&c. vocatus 26 Oct. the ſame 
day made Chief Juſtice of the 
court of Common Pleas, and 11 


7 Cro, Car, pref. 
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Car. 1. amotus, made a Judge of 
the King's Bench, 16 Car. and 


50er 


10 Car. 


11 Car. 


12 Car. 


19 Car. made Chief Juſtice of the 


King's Bench. Quære whether 
this is ſaid of the ſame perſon? 


Richard Weſton, ad gradum, &c. 


25 Febr. 
John Bramſton, King s Serjeant, 


8 July. 


John Finch Miles, ad ſtatum & 


gradum, Kc. 8 Sept. Speaker 30 
Car. 


Rad. Whitfield Miles, . Tho- 


mas Mallet, ad ſtatum & gradum 


21 Apr. and 15 May. 
Henry Clark, Richard Creſheld, 


| Robert Foſter, Nathaniel Finch, 


Timothy Leving, Thomas Wilde, 


Thomas Milward, John Godbolt, 


Edward Reeve, Arthur Turner, 


ad ſtatum & gradum, c&c. aſciti 


10 May. 


Gilbert Boone, Gnelliter IO July, 
Robert Heath Miles, ſimiliter 12 
OR. Philip TR fimiliter 19 


Jan. 


13 Gur 
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13 n John Glanville, ad ſtatum, &e. 


15 Our. 


16 Car. 


20 May, Speaker 16. Car. 


Edward Littleton, ad _— &c. 
18 Jan. 
Nathaniel Finch, Kin g's Serjeant, 
10 May. 

Edward Atkins, Robert Reeds 2 
wood, Francis Bacon, John Green, 
Robert Hide, William Littleton, 5 


Peter Pheſant, Henry Roll, John 
Stone, Edward Taylor, John 
; Wightwick, ad ſtatum, &c. 19 
May. s 


rr Sampſon Evre, King 8 Serjeant, 


19 Car. 


15 June. 


John Glanyille, King” 8 Serjeant, 
6 July. _ 
Richard Lane, Eq. * & At- 
torn. Carolo Principi ad ſtatum, 
&c. Oxonii, 23 Jan. and on the 


death of Lord Keeper Littleton, 


had the Great Seal, 30 Aug. 21 
Car. was made Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer, 19 Car. 


Dugdale's s Series ends here till 
the Reſtoration. . 
Even | 
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Even in the times of uſurpation and re- 
bellion, it was thought neceſſary to fill the 
courts of juſtice with men of learning and 
ability in the profeſſion, and after the an- 


cient and uſual manner, as near as they 


could, in that Rate of uſurpation, Inſtead 
of the King's writ, it was referred! to the 
__ Commiſſioners of the Great Seal, to confi- 
der of filling the eourts of Weſtminſter 
Hall with Judges; and in confirmation of 
their report, the houſe ordered, That there 
ſhould be a new call of Serjeants, and vo- 
ted, 12 Oct. 1648. that out of Gray's Inn, 
Sir Thomas Widdrington, Sir Thomas Bed- 
dingfield, Mr. Keeble, Mr. Thorpe, Mr. 
Bradſhaw, ſhould be called Serjeants. Out 
of Lincoln's Inn, Mr. Solicitor, Mr. Sam- 
uel Brown, Mr. Recorder Glyn, and Mr. 
Erle. Out of the Middle Temple, Mr. 
Whitlock, Mr - Conyers, and Mr. P uleſton. 
Out of the Inner Temple, Mr. Chapman, 
Mr. Gates, and Mr. William Littleton. | 


That Serjeant Roll ſhould be Chief Jus. 
tice of the King's Bench, Serjeant Jermin 
and Serjeant Samuel Brown, 3 of the 


. © Ruſh. Coll. 2 vol. 4th part, 1292. Whit, Mem. 
81> 5 
7 ſaid 


— ——— — . 
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ald court. That the Solicitor ſhould be 
Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, Sir 
Thomas Beddingfield and Serjeant Creſwel, 
Juſtices of that Court. That Serjeant Wild 


ſhould be Chief Baron of the Exchequer, 


and Setjeant Gates a Baron, and Mr. Whit- 


5 lock Attorney General of the Dutchy, , and 


one of the King's Serjeants; but not to be 
ſworn till further order, as he was to make | 
the ſpeech to the reſt of the Serjeants; Mr. 
Prideaux was voted to be Solicitor General, 
and Sir Thomas Widdrington one of the 
King” s Serjeants. 23 OR. Mr. Hatton had 


= the queſtion put, but e to be a Ser- 


jeant.. 

Oct. 30. 5 The Houſe * „ upon A 
8 from the Lords, ordered, That 
William Powell, John Clarke, John Elton- 
head, Robert Nicholas, John Parker, and 
Robert Barnard, _ ſhould be * Ser- 
Jeante at Law. 


Nov. 17. The new 8 ee 
at the Chancery bar, and Whitlock, Com- 
* of the Great Seal, made the 


8 Ruſh. 1310. Whit, Mem. 30. 
t Whit. 347. 


ſpeech 


= - on — ies een whole is very 


well worth reading. It is dtected to Mr. 


Serjeant St. John, and the reſt of the gentle- 


men who had writs to be Serjeants at Law. 
It hath pleaſed the Parliament 


3 F 
6 
* 


1 


TY 


in commanding theſe writs to ifſue forth, 


to manifeſt their reſolution to continue and 


maintain the old ſettled form of Govern- 
ment and Laws of the kingdom, to pro- | 
vide for the ſupply of the High Courts of 
Juſtice with the uſual number of Judges, 
and to manifeſt their reſpects to our Pro- 
feſſion; —to beſtow particular marks of 


favour upon them, as eminent members 
of it — That, though he was ſenfible of 


his own weakneſs, has: he had leſs. abili- 
ty to give, ſo they had leſs need to re- 
ceive inſtruQtions : —That he ſhould be 


unwilling to ſee the ſolemnity of a gene- 


ral call diminiſhed, and therefore was the 
rather perſuaded to. do his duty for ſe- 
veral reſpects. 1. For the honour of 
that authority which commanded their 


attendance, and his ſervice upon the oc- 
caſion. 2. For the honour of that court 


1 challenged a great ſhare in that 


E 235 work, 


„ their writs ifuing from ene 


. add their appearance recorded, and their 
<«<. oath there taken: — Laſtly, out of his 


«©. own affections to the degree, being him- 
«« ſelf the fon of a Serjeant, and having 
4 the honour to be one of the number in 
«« that call; and that both in his deſcent 

% and fortune he was a great debtor to the 
&. law. 


Their being called by writ is a Pest 
« argument of the antiquity of Serjeants: 
the regiſter hath many writs, as Lord 
« Coke fays, (pref. to 10 Rep.) that were 
« in uſe before the conqueſt; and in the 
* moſt ancient manuſcript regiſter is this 
« writ, of the ſame form of thoſe by which 
% they were called. — Serjeants at Law are 
«© often mentioned in the year books and 
« records as high as in the beginning of 

| % Ed. 1. and by Bracton, who wrote in 
= the time of Hen. 3.— That it is a miſ- 
take to think, that by Magna Charta 
( Communia placita non ſequantur curiam 
noſtram) the court of Common Pleas 
e Was erected; for the ſame great charter 
| ce is 


© time, with the ſame words in it: — And 
it is manifeſt, by undeniable authority, 
out of ancient manuſeripts and rolls, &c. 
that caſts were adjudged it R. 1. and 


s, in _ Ichs 


H. 2. coram juſticiariis in banto refidentt- 


| bus: and the names of thoſe that were 
then judges of this court, are ſet dowit 


cc: 


many years before Magna Chatta was 


« granted, which by Hoveden, Paris, and 


ce 


6 


66 


cc 


« then certainly as ancient as any. thing in 


PI 
cc 
ce 
cc 
Ws 


cc 


cc 


credit, they recite the charge of Juſtices 


cc 


others, are ſaid to be the laws of Edward 
the Confeſſor, and if Serjeants are as an- 


cient as theſe laws, that is, as ancient as 


the Confeſſor; or as that court, they are 


© the law. —No man can ſhew when the 
court was erected, which is alſo the opi- 


nion of Lord Coke (5 Rep. 9 Ed. 4.) 
Sir Roger Owen, Lambert, and others. 
In Hoveden and Paris, who lived in 
R. 1. and H. 3. and are authors of good 


in Eyre, given in R. 1. and 4 ng John's 


* This charter of King John's is in 1 Rapin, 285. 


the ſame clauſe is likewiſe in the articles, as may be ſeen 
in Mr. Blackſtone's elegant and correct edition of them. 
P. 14. e. 27. and p. 2. H. 8. 


"+ 2 * time, 
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e time, and one of the articles is to enquire = 
* of the Serjeants at Law and Attornies fees. 
In the book of entries is a bill of debt 
te againſt a Serjeant at Law, in the Com- 
« mon Pleas court, and he preſeribes that 
« Serjeants could not be ſued there by bill, 
% but by writ out of Chancery; and this 
being by preſcription, ſhews that Ser- 
«« jeants were before the time of Rich. 1. 
« And the Mirrour, which Lord Coke 
1 holds to be written before the. conqueſt, 
« ſaith, a counter eſt un Serjeant me 
« in le ley de Realm. 


From the antiquity of the degree he 
| & gbſerved upon the words of the writ— 
« Onia de advi Yamento c concilii_noftri ;, — Theſe 
words are in the writs for ſummoning 
Peers, both ſpiritual and temporal, and of 
tlie Judges and King's council, to the Par- 
er liament, in Serjeant's writs, and in no 
„ other. The next words that deſerve 
ce obſervation in the writ, are ordinavimus 
« wes, &c. in the plural number, and in 
* the ſecond perſon to expreſs excellence 
% and dignity in the perſon to whom it is 
6c referred (Seld. Tit. Hon 121.) The 
; 44 next 
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<-next words are ad-flatum, which import 
A ang and honour. 


« In many of the year books, eſpecially 
in Ed. 3d's time, they were joined with 
« Knights in aſſizes, &c. and in the Stat, 
«12 R. 2. c. 10. the fame privilege 
«which is given to the Judges for abſence 
from ſeſſions, is given alſo to Serjeants— 
« and 34 Hen. 6. Brook Noſme, pl. 5. 
« ſays, that Serviens ad Legem is a name 

« of dignity, as Knight, and it is character 
s jndelebilis; no acceſſion of honour, or 
| © office, or remotion from them, takes 
© away this dignity, but he remains a Ser- 
* jeant ſtill. Their robes and officers, 
<« their bounty in giving rings, their feaſts, 
« which Forteſcue ſays, were coronationis 
« inſtar, and continued anciently ſeven days, 
and Kings and Queens often preſent at 
«© them, and all the ceremonies and ſolem- 


« nities in their creation, do ſufficiently ex+ 


* preſs the ſtate due unto them. 


«© The next words in the writ are & gra- 
e 202 ks this is a e of ſuch emi- 
e | 


io Tie . ad the paſſogs at full 1 legit in 
Whitlock, will be better underſtood, by turning to 
E 3 Spele 
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„ neney, that the Profeſſors of Law in no 
© nation are honoured with the like, with 
«« ſuch ſolemnity and ſtate, and by mandate 
«© under the Great Seal. Degrees are the 
« reward of ſtudy and learning, and by this 
«« degree, they become chigf agvocates of 
the Common Law, an attribute given by 
% Forteſcue, who was a Serjeant, Chief 
*« Juſtice, and Chancellor; — and all anti- 

« quity hath appropriated unto Serjeants 
cc at Law, the pr actice of that great and 
“ univerſal® court, where all that concerns 

« meum & tuum, the inheritances and pro- 
« perty of all the people of England, are 
_« heard and determined. He then gives 
ſome excellent rules for their behaviour as 
Advocates. 


Nov. 2 The e of the 
| Great Seal fat in Chancery, and the | new 


Spelman's Gloſſary, Tit. Serviens ad Legem; — where 
the ſeveral Law Degrees of our own and other nations 
are claſſed in a table, 


m Lord Bacop, i in his ſpeech to Juſtice Hutton, when 
he was made a Judge, ſaid of this court, Here juſtice 
opens not by a by-gate of Privilege, but by the 
“ great gate of the King's original writs out of the 
« Chancery.” 


Ser- 


| ir ſerv⸗ ts, and = LE. of 

the. Inns of Court; 3. afterwards the Judges 
of the King's Bench; and after them the 
Commuſſioners went into the Common Pleas, 


where they ſat in the middle of the bench ; 


the Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench on 
the right hand, and the Lord Chief Baron 
on the left; and the other Judges on either 
hand of them in their antiquity; and the 
Barons of the Exchequer on a form on the 
right ſide of the court. The new Serjeants 
were brought up ſingly in their antiquity, 

by two of their elder brethren to the bar, 
where they counted, and a gen OR their 
friend, gave their ſeveral rings. 


A debate aroſe in the houſe, OY. the 
new Serjeants ſhould ſend a wg: to the 


King; but put off. 


The Protector made ſeveral Serjeants at 
Law, but their names or number do not 


appear. John Maynard ” and Matthew 


6 a. - 
v Scil, 9 Febr. 1653. Whit. 564. 


E 4 = Hale, 
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Hale, were probably two of them; be- 
eauſe the former was on 1 May 1655. by 
; ew 


2 | £7 


Ry. The- author's 1 as to Sir Matthew Hale; 
ſeems well grounded; becauſe in Eafter term 1655. he 
is mentioned as a Serjeapt in the argument of a caſe in 
Style's Rep. 449. and in Mich. 1655. by Hardres, Rep, 
16. and frequently after is called Serjeant Hale. It is 
a miſtake, thereforez of Biſhop Burnet, in faying he 
was appointed a Judge in 1653. (ſee. his life, p, 40.) 
This aſſertion, however, is copied by the editor of the 


Pleas of the Crown. (Pref. to vol. 1. p; I.) And that Sir 


Matthew Hale was a Judge at the time of Penruddock's 

trial, on which Biſhop Burnet ſays he declined ſitting, 
ſeems another miſtake ; becauſe this trial, by the con- 
currence of Lord Clarendon and Whitlock, was in May 

1655. after which Sir Matthew Hale is mentioned as 3 
Serjeant in the report books. Biſhop Burnet himſelf, at 
the time of Penruddock's trial, was not ten years old, 
and therefore might eaſily haye fell into ſuch a chrono- 
logical flip: the precife time of Sir Matthew Hale's be- 
ing called Serjeant, or being appointed a Judge, does 
not m_—_ wy wr, that I can find. 85 


x Same few cles may be colleQed from | the his 
ſtories and report books of thoſe times. We find mention 
made of Serjeant Barnard, Style, 461, Serjeant Twiſden, 
Style, 434- Serjeant Glyn, ibid. 173. and other Judges, 
| beſides thoſe abovementioned, viz, Baron Parker, and 
Chief Baron Steele, Hardr. 27. 51. Chief Baron Wid- 
drington, ibid. 137. Juſtice Warburton. Style, 461; 
Juſtice Aſke, ibid. 161. and Serjeant Glyn, appointed 
to 48735 Chicf Juſtice Rolle, on his ſurrender. Style, 


$524 
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patent made the Pro ectors Serjeant at 
Law *; and called again after the” reſtora- 

Nov. 27. 16 58. 5 Seen Windham and 
Serjeant Nicholas made Judges by Richard 
Protector, and Mr. Archer was made a Ser- 
jeant *. 

June 3. 16 59. Ichn Madison Tyre, 
and Fountain, voted to be Commiſſioners 


of the Great Seal, and the ſeal delivered to 
them. | 

June 16. 1681. Judges voted by ihe 
houſe for the ſummer circuit, and Tyrrel, 


452. Lord Clarendon tells us, the occaſion of ble ſur- 
render was, his refuſal to ſit on the trial of Penruds 
dock, and the other inſurgents, | Vol. 3. 435. Sir 
Matthew Hale continued in his office during Cromwell's 
time; but upon his death he reſigned. Biſhop Burnet's 
Life, 49. That great man has left this, among other 
things, ſingular in his character, that he twice re- 
„ ſigned the judicial office; the firſt time through 
conſcience, the laſt through the infirmities of age. 3Keb. 
622. Cromwell, it appears, whenever the emergency 
of his affairs required, without any ſcruple diſplaced 
his Judges. Baron Thorpe, and Judge Newdigate, 
were put out of their places, for not obſerving (as 
Whitlock ſays) the Protector's PRE in all his com- 
mands. Whit. Mem. 606. FE 


ele ,, 12M 676, ot 
Fountain, 
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Fountain, and others, voted 1 to be Serjeants 


at Law. ” 
July 1. 1699. Steele and Corbet 5 


to be Serjeants at Law *. _ 

Upon the reſtoration of King Charles the 
Second, many who had received this degree 
under the uſurped powers, were called again 
by the King's writ. 


12 Car. 2. S0 Bridgeman , Miles ad 
ſtatum & gradum Serv” ad Legem 
per breve dat 31 Maii immediate 
ſuſcipiendum vocatus; and next 

day made Chief Baron, and 22 
Oct. following, Chief Juſtice of 
the Common Pleas, and 30 Aug, 

- ISO CRY. 2,7 made Keeper of the 
Great Seal. £ 

John Glanville, Miles & Serv 

ad Legem, factus Serviens Regis 

ad Legem 6 June. | 


Thomas Widdrington, Mir, Tho- 
mas Beddingfield, Mi, Samuel 
Brown, John Gln, Eraſmus Erle, 
Robert Barnard, Mil';, Matthew 
Hale, John Maynard, Richard 


* Whit. 682, v Dugd, Series. 115. 
| —- e News 
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| Newdigate; Thomis s Te wiſden, Hugo 
Windham, John Fountaine, Evan 
Says, John Archer, Thomas Wal- 
ler, per breve Regis, r June, ad 
ſtatum & gradum Ser ad Legem 
immediate ſuſcipiendum vocati *. 

Thomas Tyrrel, Chriftopher' Tur- 
ner ſimiliter vocati, 4 Julii. 


Car. Dalifon, MiP, George Beare, 
Edward Hoſkins, Wad. Wind- 
ham, William Morton, Mil', John 
Parker, John Keylinge, John 
Charlton, John Mereville, Tho- 
mas Broome, ad dictum gradum 
vocati a die St. Mich. prox futur 
per breve Regis dat 4 Julii”. 


John Glyn, Serviens * factus, 
8 Nov. 


John Maynard, factus Serv' Regis 
ad Legem, Nov. 
13 Car. 2. William Wilde, Mit & Bar 
Richard Rainesford, Car. Hollo- 


* x Sider. 3. 


7 The motto to the call was © Adeft Carolus Mag- 
ce nus ;” which, by ſome of the letters being printed in 
3 (and tranſpoſed) characteriſes the year of the re- 


ſtoration. aDeſt CaroLVs Magn Vs. Scil. MDCLVV. 
dee 1 Sid. 435. 
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way, Frederick Hide, vocati per 
breve Regis, dat. 5. Oct. ad ſta- 

tum & gradum, &c. ſuſcipiend 

tres Mich. prox' future. 

John ene ct Serviens 
Regis, 6 Nov. | 


William Wilde, MiP & Baronet- 


tus Recordator civit' London, fac- 


tus Seryiens Regis, 10 Nov. 


15 Car: 2. William Moreton, Mil', factus 


4 


Serv' Regis, 1 July, 


20 Car. 2. John Vaughan“, Mir, ad ſta- 


tum & gradum, &c. vocatus 20 


Maii, and ſworn in Chancery be- 
fore Lord Keeper Bridgman, and 
next day ſworn as Chief Juſtice of 

the Common Pleas. 


Tokn- Charlton, _ MIF/ Serv”. ad | 
Legem & Juſtic' Ceſtriz conſti- 


tutus Serviens Regis 20 May, and 


4 Febr. 25 Car. 2. choſen Speaker, 
but, being * deſired 5 


diſmiſſion. 
21 Car. 2. Timothy Turner, William El- 


lis, Thomas Hards, Nicholas Wil- 


* Gazette, 20 May, 1668. 


5 15 N limot, 


Degree. oer, at Lewe * 


. limot, : 5 ard, Richard 

; Rep — Flint, John 

Turner, John Barton, John Ho- 

well Mil, Francis Bramſton, 

Henry Peckham, Mil, Recorder 

of Chicheſter, Chriſtopher Good- 

fellow, Samuel Baldwin, Thomas 

Powys, Thomas Jones, and Wil- 

liam Scroggs, Mil', per breve ad 

ſtatum & gradum, &c. vocati a 

die St. Mich. in unum menſem 
prox” futur 


William Scroggs 5 ae. Serv Re- 
gis, 2 Nov. 


22 Car. 2. Tim. Turner, Serv' ad Legem, 
conſtitutus Serv' Regis, 12 Maii. 


Eaſter term, Sir Matthew Hale, 
Chief Baron, received his writ to 
be Chief Juſtice of the King's 
Bench, in the room af n 
deceaſed. 


ur” 3 Car. 2. Edward Turner, Eq' Aurat', 
Speaker and Solicitor General, ad 
ſtatum & gradum, &c. 19 Maii, 
ſeems to have been the firſt King's 


4 Keeble, 552. This call of ſeventeen Serjeants 


Council 


ſeems to be the largeſt on record, 


44 
£ 
'th 
1 
? 
* 
4 
: 
= 
4 


1 


Council (a conſiliis in lege peritus 
Domino Regi conſtitutus Solicitator 


» Dugd. 117. That point to me, I own, but with 
great ſubmiſſion, ſeems rather doubtful: Sir Edward 
Turner ftands undoubtedly firſt in Dugdale's Liſt, and 
it ſeems to be the firſt entry of the kind that occurs: 
but this entry cannot poſſibly decide the priority, as to 
this ſpecies of preferment between Sir Edward Turner 
and Sir Francis North; becauſe it only ſhews when 
they were made Serjeants, not when either of them 
was made King's Counſel, On the other hand, my 
reaſons for thinking Mr. North was the firſt of this or- 
der (which, as a regular order, began about this time) 


are theſe: The particular deſcription of his brother, 


who wrote his life, the manner in which this preference 
was received by the Benchers of the Middle Temple, 
and the reſentment the court of King's Bench expreſſed 
at the Benchers refuſal to acknowledge his precedence, 
by making it a kind of “dumb day.” with them (as 


his Lordſhip afterwards made in his own court on ano- 


ther occaſion;) all plainly prove, with the ſilence of 
the books before this time, that this was the time that 
gave birth to the order, and that he was the firſt of that 
order. The occaſion of this preferment (from the wri- 
ter of his life, p. 39.) was Mr. North's arguing at 
ce the Lords bar the cauſe of Mr. Hollis, on a writ of 


S error, at the interceſſion. of the Attorney General, 


< who, at that time of day, being an afliſtant of the 
% Houfe of Lords, could not argue there.” (See Lord 
Clarendon's Hiſt. b. 3. 1 vol. 166.) Mr. North argued 
on behalf of the crown, and although, ſays the writer, 


0» 


the erg . 79 
_ - -RegisGeneralis ay) ſucceeded 
by F rancis North, 30 May, in his 

office of Sollicitor General, and 
made Chief Baron the fame term. 


"William Ellis, Thomas Jones, 
+ King's Serjeants, 26 Aug. | 
0 Edward Thurland, Mil, ad ſta- 


tum & gradum, &c. vocatus Oct. 
Hilar” . 


Robert Atkins , Miles de Balneo 
_ (Solicitor. to the Queen) fimiliter 


the Commons carried the cauſe, he was thereupon made of 
the King's Council, which gave him the privilege of pre-audi- 
ence, and coming within the bar : this ation, and its conſe- 
quence, had the effeft of a trumpet to bis fame ; for the King 
had no Council then, except Serjeants. Ibid. 37. So far the 
writer; and it ſeems, wherever in old law books we 
meet with King's Council by that name, are to be un- 
derſtood either the Privy-Council, the Judges, or his 
Serjeants ; ſometimes the Parliament itſelf. 3 Inft. 125. 
and x Inft. 164. and fo the Stat. of Hen. 8. of reſi- 
dence. But ſcarcely any council in Jaw of the kind 
now particularly diſtinguiſhed by that name. Lord Ba- 
con indeed (as we find from thoſe yaluable letters lately 
publiſhed by Dr. Birch) informs us, as the firſt ſtep of 
his preferment he was made the King's Council ex- 
« traordinary ;*” but then he adds, it was without pa- 
tent or fee, a kind of Individuum yagum,” Letters, p. 
256. ſo that Sir Francis W was probably the firſt 
regular appointment. 


© Tho, bn. „ 


per 


* aa t Gee and Dig ity of. 


per breve Regis 12 Mar. called 885 
SgSGexrjeant at Law, and placed at 
tie lower end of the bar, as puiſne 
Setjeant, and delivered his rings; 
and about an hour after Lord 
EK Keeper Bridgman came into court, 
and called him to the middle of 
the bar, made a ſpeech to him, 
which he ingeniouſly anſwered, 
and then went into court, and 
was ſworn a Judge of that court, 
in the room of Sir Thomas Tyrrel 
deceaſed, and ſat the reſt of the 
morning in his party-coloured robe 
aà2nd tabord, and poke that day 
upon a motion. 


24 Car. 42. Samuel Baldwin, ks King' 8 
King's Serjeant 13 Jan. - 
26 Car. 2. Francis North, Mil', Attorn, 
Generalis ad ſtatum & gradum, 
&c. vocatus Hill. term, and made 
Chief Juſtice of the Common 
Pleas *. 
<q The account of this promotion 
| is given as follows in the Gazette: 


23 Jan. 1674. Sir Francis North, 


Tho. Jones, Rep. 44. „ 


rbe Degree of Serjeant at at Law. 
dis Majeſty 
mangle being deſigned to. ſuceeed Sir J. 
Voaughan, late Lord Chief Juſtice 
of the court of Common Pleas, 
appeared in the court of Chancery, 
and was ſworn Serjeant at Law; 
after he had performed all the for- 


's.; Attorney General, 


malities belonging to that degree, 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal 


(Finch) came into the court of 
Common Pleas and declared the 
| King's pleaſure to him in an elo- 


quent ſpeech, and Sir Francis 


North ſtanding in the middle of 
the bar, made his acknowledg- 


ment of the King's great favour 


to him, and was immediately con- 
ducted from thence between the 


two ancienteſt Serjeants, into. the 
ſaid court, where the Lord Keeper 
delivered to him his patent of the 
ſaid office, and after he had taken 


the oaths of allegiance and ſupre- 


macy, and the oath of Chief Juſ- 
tice of that court, the Lord 
EKeeper put on his ſquare cap, and 
then he took his ſeat as Chief 


* 
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Trin. 


On the Antiquity and Dignity of 
Juſtice, and fat till the riſing of 


the court in his party-coloured 


robes and Tabord, and afterwards 


entertained the Lord Keeper, No- 
bility, and all the Judges and Ser- 
jeants, at dinner, in Serjeants Inn, 

Chancery lane. 


Triſtam Conyers, Edward Peck, 
Richard Crook, Nicholas Pedley, 


George Stroude, Thomas Styp- 
with, Leſtrange Calthorpe, Ro- 


bert Shaftoe, Francis Pemberton, 
ad ſtatum, &c. per breve dat 
29 Jan. a die Paſch. prox. futur. 


in 15 dies, vocati. 


Richard Stote, Mil', ad ſtatum 
& gradum, &c. Paſch. and Ro- 


bert Stevens and Francis Barrell 


ſimiliter. 
Edward Rigby, ad ſtatum, &c. 
Paſch. Vere Bertie, ſimiliter T. 


Edward Peck, Leſtrange Cal- 


thorpe, Francis Pemberton, made 


King's . 


„ 


106 Cari2. cis Hardres, George 8 


29 Car. 2. 


"7 4 Kal 450. ; F Ibid. 806. | 


Richard Stote Hs made King 8 


Serjeants. 


William Mountague, . 


General Dnæ. Regine, ad ſtatum 
& gradum, &c. Paſch. * vocatus, 


and made Chief Baron 12 Apr. 
William Dolben, Mil”, Recor- 


Age London, ad ſtatum & gra- 
dum, &c. Mich. and made King's 


Serjeant 24 Oct. and the ſame day 


a Judge of the King's Bench. 


Richard Holloway, John Simp- 
ſon, Richard Weſton, Robert 


Baldock, William Gregory, who 


was next year choſen Speaker, 
Francis Wingfield, George John- 
ſon, Thomas Walcot. Thomas 
Stroude, Thomas Stringer, Tho- 
mas Streete, Thomas Holt, John 
Shaw, Thomas Rawlins, Thomas 


| Nas fimiliter vocati 


John Simpſon, made King' 8 
sehen. 


1 30 Car. 


1 
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30 Car. 2. Thomas Streete, made King” 8 


Serjeant 23 Oct. and Richard 
Weſton the ſame, 5 Febr. 


31 Car. 2. Thomas Stringer, Mil', made 
King's Serjeant 27 June. 
Edward Atkins, ad ſtatum & 

gradum, vocatus Paſch. and made 
a Baron of the Exchequer 10 

May. William Leake, ad gradum, 
&c. ſimiliter. f 


George Jefferys, Mir, Jef 
EKeyling, John Baynton, Mil, 
Francis Manley, Mil', Edward 
Weſt, Thomas Walcot, Edward 
Bigland, Robert Wright, William 
Bucleby, Robert Hampſon, Wil- 
liam Richardſon, ad fatum & gra- 

- dum, &c. vocati. Paſch. | 
32 Car. 2. George Jefferys, Mil, John 
5 Keyling, and Robert Wright, 
made Bang: 8 Serjeants. 


Dugdale 8 Serben ends here. 


. 


33 Car. 2. Bir creſwell Levinz, Attorney 
| General, received his writ as Ser- 
jeant at Law, 12 Febr. 


34 Car. 


ele mn of Serjeant at Law. 8 5 
34 Car. . Edward Saunders, 23 Jan. cal- 


led Serjeant, and the ſame day 
made Chief Juſtice of the King's 8 
Bench. 


3 ; Car. 2. Sir Thomas Jenner, OW Wind- 


ham, Edwin Wyat, Edward Burch, 
Henry Beddingfield, Sir Edward 
Nevill, Sir Paul Barrett, Anthony 


Farrington, John Jeffreſon, Ed- 


ward Lutwych, Richard Heath, 
Henry Selby, John Millington, 


Thomas Powell, Owen Wynne, 


Sir George Pudſey, n N | 


gat Law®. 


2 ae. a. 


The ſame FRY Sir Thomas Jen- 
ner was ſworn King's Serjeant. 


April 25 following, Sir Francis 


Withers called Serjeant, and the 
ſame day [worn a Judge of the 


King's Bench. 


Trin. 168 5, ts Edward Her- 
bert *, one of the King's council, 
called Serjeant, and made Chief 
Juſtice of the King's Bench in the 
room of Lord Jefferies, [The 


Gazette, 23 Jan. 1683. 


» 3 Mod, 71. 


„„ motta- 
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Lex] Bt 
The firſt FR of Faſter term, be- 
ing the 22d of April, there was a 


- call of Serjeants *, viz. Sir John 
\ Holt, of Gray's Inn, Recorder of 


London, who was made King's 


Serjeant. 
Sir Ambroſe Philips, likewiſe 
King's Serjeant. 


Chriſtopher Milton, TM Po W- 
ell, John Tate, William Rawlin- 


ſon, George Hutchins, William 


Killingworth, Hugh Hodges, and 
Thomas Geers ; they all appear- 


cd at the Chancery bar, and took 


the uſual oaths. Lord Chancel- 
lor - Jefferies made a ſpeech to 
them, after which they delivered 
a ring for his Majeſty, with this 
motto Deus Rex Lex,” and then 
counted in the Common Pleas, 


and held their ſt at the Inner- 


Tae Hall. 


i From a 3 note. 


'® Skinner, 252. 3 Mod. 100. 


3 Jac. 
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3 Jac. 2. Eaſter, 1687. About the middle 
of the term Sir Francis Wythens 
received his quietus; and a day 
or two after appeared at the bar 
as a practiſer, and Sir Richard 
Alibone and Mr. Ingleby were 
called Serjeants, and gave rings 
with this motto, Rege Lege. 
They were both Catholics; the 
former was made a Judge of the 
King's Bench, and diſpenſed with 
from taking the oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy. ] 
2 March, 1688. Serjeant May- 
nard, Serjeant Rawlins, and Ser- 
jeant Keek, held the Great Seal in 
commiſſion 3 
1 Will. & Mar. His Majeſty was pleaſed 
to call by his writ, Sir Henry Pol- 
| lexfen, Nicholas Lechmere, Tho- 
mas Rokeſby, John Thurnbarne, 


I have taken the liberty of inſerting this in the text 
from a manuſcript note in the family; no printed ac- 
count of this call being to be met with. In Mich. 4 
Jac. 2. Serjeant Ingleby and Serjeant Rotherham (3 
Mod. 239. and Gazette,) were made Barons of the 
Exchequer ; but when the latter “was called Serjeant,” 
does not appear. e | 

F< William 


. On the Antiquity and Dignity of 


William Wogan, William Paw- 
let, Nathaniel Bond, Giles Eyre, 
Henry Fatſell, John Blencow, 

Peyton Ventris, John Powell, Ro- 
ger Belwood, John Tremayne, 

John Trenchard, and John Tur- 
ton, Eſqrs. to take upon them the 

| ſtate and degree of Serjeants at 
Law®. They appeared accordingly 

at the Chancery bar on the 2d of 

May, and took the uſual oaths ; 
and this day having met and per- 
formed in Gray's Inn Hall the 
ceremony of counting, had their 
coifs put on, and walked from 
thence in their party-coloured 
robes, accompanied by the gen- 
tlemen out of the ſeveral ſocieties, 
in the uſual manner, to Weſtmin- 
ſter Hall, where, at the Common 
Pleas Bar, they ſeverally counted 
again, and gave rings with this | 
motto Veniendo reſtituit rem: 
and afterwards entertained divers 
of the Nobility, Judges, Ser- 
jeants, and other perſons of qua- 


P Gazette, 4 May, 1689. od 
15 lity, 
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ty, a at a ſplendid dinner in Ser- 

jeant's Inn, Fleet-ſtreet. Giles 
Eyre made a Judge of the King's 

Bench, Sir Henry Polexfen, Chief 
Juſtice of the Common Pleas, Sir 
John Powell, Thomas Rokeſby, 
and Peyton Ventris, Judges of the 
Common Pleas; Nicholas Lech- 
mere and John Turton, Barons of 
the Exchequer, John Trenchard, 
Chief Juſtice of Cheſter. 


* Win. & Mar. 1690. | Serjeant Hutchins, 

SGerjeant Rawlinſon, and Sir John 
Trevor, Maſter of the Rolls, Com- 
miſſioners of the Great Seal ". 


= After Sir George Hutchins was diſcharged from the 
cuſtody of the Great Seal, a daubt aroſe about his right 
to remain King's Serjeant ; . whereupon Lord Keeper 
Somers convened the Judges, and it was reſolved by 
all, that his having been one of the Keepers had extin- 
guiſhed his place of King's Serjeant, as acceptance of a 
Judge s place extinguiſhes his place of King's Serjeant, 
as had been many times reſolved before: but neither 
acceptance of the place of Keeper, or Judge, extin- 
guiſhes his place of a Serjeant. Whereupon he was for- 
ced to get a new patent to be King's Serjeant. Sir 
George Hutchin's on, 3 Levinz, 351. 


On the Antiquity and Dig 


4 Will, & Mar. Sir George Treby *, 1 


uel Eyre, Francis Purly, William 
| Coward, George Pricket, Tho- 

mas Gooding, LVL Gould, Ro- 
ger More, Reginald Bretland, 
Jobn Darnal, Joſep h Girdler, Lit- 
tleton Powis, - Nathar Wright, 
and Charles Bonithon, Eſqrs. were 
called by writ to take the ſtate 
and degree of Serjeants at Law ; 
and appeared at the Chancery bar 
before the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Great Seal, and their appear- 
ance being recorded, - took the 
uſual oaths, after which the Lord 
© Commiſſioner Trevor made a 
ſpeech to them; and then the new 

Serjeants Air to his Lord- 


ſmip two rings to be preſented to 


their Majeſties, with their duty 
and moſt humble thanks for the 
great honour their Majeſties had 
been pleaſed to confer on them. 


$ Wil & Mar. 1693. Sir Ambroſe Phi- 


lips, Sir William Wogan, Sir Na- 
thaniel Bond, Sir John Trenchard, 


7 Gazette, 27 Apr. 1692. | 
| Sir 


the Dee 


r © TS George Nes 2 Sir 
HA Henry Gould, made King's Ser- 


Jeants. | 


7 Will 1695. Sir Edward Ward called 
Serjeant, and next day ſworn Chief 
Baron on the reſignation * or diſ- 
charge of Sir Robert Atkins. 
Sir Salathiel Lovel, Recorder of 
N London, made King's Serjeant. 
8 Will. 1696. Serjeant Wright, made 
| King's Serjeant, and knighted. 
10 Will. 1698. Serjeant Darnall, made 
King's Serjeant. 
May 21, 1700. The Great 
Seal delivered by King William to 
Sir Nathan Wright. | 


12 Will. 1700, His Majeſty, was pleaſed 
to direct his writ to Sir Joſeph | 
Jekyll of the Middle Temple, 
Eat. Chief Juſtice of Cheſter, as 


King's ee John Green of | 


» x Lord Raym. 19. Ibid. 57. 
Gazette. 


| © Sci}. Nov. 6. 1700. Gazette, And I 1 3 
604. In this call ſome queſtions aroſe about precedence, 
which were determined. 2 Raym. ibid. 


Lincoln's 


92 On the Antiguity and Dignity of 
| Lincoln's Inn, Eſq; Charles Whit-, 
'  aker, and Thomas. Gibbons, of 
the Inner Temple, Thomas Berry 
of Gray's Inn, John Keen of Lin- 
coln's Inn, Philip Neve and Ri- 
chard Hooper of the Inner Tem- 
ple, Henry Turner of Lincoln's 
Inn, Robert Tracy of the Middle 
Temple, James Mundy of the 
Inner Temple, John Hook and 
Lawrence Agar of Gray's Inn, 
John Pratt of the Inner Temple, 
William Fall of the Middle Tem- 
ple, James Selby of the Inner 
Temple, John Smith of Gray's 
Inn, and Thomas Carthew of the 
Inner Temple, to take upon them 
| | : the ſtate and degree of Serjeants 
- „ at Law : They all appeared at the 
Chancery bar on the zoth of laſt 
„ Month *, and took the uſual oaths, 
4 os and this day met and performed 
the ceremony of counting, in 
Gray's Inn, and walked as uſual 


t Michaelmas term vaſes. the stat. of 16 Car. 1. . 
6. began on the gth of October, and before Stat. 24. 
Geo. 2. c. 48. began on the 23d of October. 


ta 
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93 
to Weſtminſter Hall, and counted 
at the Common Pleas bar, and 
gave rings as uſual; Motto, Im- 
perium & libertas; and afterwards 

entertained the Nobility, Judges, 

Serjeants, and other perſons of 


quality, at dinner in eee 
Inn. | | 


= Ann. 1701-2. On the Queen” s acceſſion, 


there were two of the King's an- 
cient Serjeants, and fix other Ser- 
jeants, the Chief Juſtice of Cheſ- 
ter, and three other Welch Judges, 
 werealſoSerjeants, viz. Sir J. Jekyll, 


PT Chief Juſtice of Cheſter, Sir 8. Lo- 


vel, puiſne Juſtice of Cheſter, 
Serjeant Neve, Judge of Weſt 
Wales, Serjeant Hook of North 


Wales, Serjeant Fe of South - 
Wales. 


Sir John Turn, a CE of - 
the King's Bench, &ci Sir Henry 
Hatſell, Baron of the Exchequer, 
ſuperſeded. © And ſo they de- 
_ <£ termined the point againſt their 
« intereſt, that a patent to be 
Judge (quamdiu ſe bene geſſe- 


3 | e 


. a 1 ., rit), det rern 
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of which many 


1 2. 


—— Bond, Wogm, Phi- 
lips, Hutchins, and Whitaker, 


Serjeants to the late King, left out, 


and three council, together with 


Serjeant Hook, removed from 125 


ing Welch judge. 


| 2 Ann. June 23, 1702. Sir Thomas " ny 


Robert Price, and John Smith, 
called Serjeants, and held their 
feaſt in Lincoln's Inn. Motto of 


che call was Regin & Lege 


gaudet Britannia. At firſt they 


is = gave as their motto “Deo & Re- 


5 Ann. 


gina,” which, being diſliked by 


Lord Keeper Wright, he gave di- 
rection that it ſhould be alter- 


ed *. 5 


The Queen ditefted . writ to 
Sir Thomas Parker of the Inner 


Tops as ag s Serjeant, 


Lord Raym. 769. and ſee Tho, "I 43. 
» 2 Lord Raym. 769. 


* * 9 June, 1706. and 2 Lord Raym. 1261. 


Henry 


ined by demiſe of 


E q; John Greve of the Inner 


Temple, William Baniſter, Sir 
John Broderick, Joſeph Wild, of 
the Middle Temple, Efqrs. John 
Bennet of - Gray's Inn, Henry 
Lloyd, of the Inner Temple, 
Richard Wynne, Richard Rich- 
ardſon, both of the Middle Tem- 
ple, John Hoo, John Cheſhire, 
both of the Inner Temple, John 
Birch, of the Middle Temple, 
John Comyns of Lincoln's Inn, 
Thomas Webb of the Middle 
Temple, Eſqrs. to take upon them 
the ſtate and degree of Serjeants 
at Law: who accordingly appear- 
ed in Chancery on the 8th, and 
took the uſual oaths, and deliver- 
ed to Lord Keeper a ring for her 
Majeſty, and another for his Roy- 
al Highneſs the Prince of Den- 
mark, with this motto © Moribus, 
armis, Legibus ;” and this day, 
being conducted by their reſpec- 
tive ſocieties, to Gray's Inn, they 
performed the ceremony of count- 
” ing 


1 n WY ans e and 
> . walked from thence, as uſual, in 
their party- coloured robes, accom- 
panied by the gentlemen of the 
long robe out of the ſeveral ſo- 
cieties, and all their officers, to 
g Weſtminſter Hall, where, at the 
bar of the Common Pleas, they 
counted again, and gave rings to 
all the Judges and Serjeants i in the 
- uſual manner, and afterwards en- 
_ tertained in the Middle Temple 
Fall, the Nobility, Judges, Ser- 
5 TEN, _ jeants,, and others, with a en- 
ror een, res 
| Serjeant Bennet, edge of the 
| | Marthalſea, Serjeant Webb, and 
Serjeant Baniſter, Welch Judges”. 


9 4 | Ann. 1710. Sir Robert Eyre, Solicitor 

. General; and Thomas Pengelley, 
| E Efqrs. were called Serjeants *; their 

| 1 motto Unit & Imperat; and 
3 held their Feaſt in Lincoln's Inn 
Fall; and next day Serjeant Eyre 

was ſworn a Judge of the King's 


REF 


J 7 2 Lord Raym. 1261. » This. 1209, Gazette. 
„„ Bench, 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
[ 


to his Majeſty 


me i © room of Si Henry 
Gould deceaſed. 


T « Geo. ** After the e King's 


Serjeants, &c. had taken · the oaths 


quer, and Sir Robert Raymond 


5 from being Solicitor General. 


And on the 26th of October 


there was firſt a private call for 


Sir Peter King, Recorder of Lon- 
don, and Sir Samuel Dodd, both 
of the Inner Temple, and Sir 
James Mountague of Lincoln's 
Inn; their motto was ** Plus quam 


ſperavimus. Sir Petet King was 
made Chief Juſtice af the Com- 


mon Pleas, Sir 8. Dodd Chief Ba- 


2 Lord Raym. 1316. 1318. 
Fc ron 


before the Lord 
Chancellor; on Oct. 14. ſuper- 
 ſefleas's* paſſed the Great Seal, to 
remove Lord Trevor from being 
Chief Juſtice of the Common 
Pleas, and Sir Thomas Powys, 
from being one of the Judges of 
ttme court of King's Bench, and 
Sir William Baniſter from being 
one of the Barons of the Exche- 


eon, and Sir J. Mot 
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ron of the Exchequer. - 
Nov. 4. Sir Joſeph Jekyll, 1 


Sir Thomas Powys, took their . 
-_  - places as firſt and —_— King's 


| Serjeants. po OTIS 


Afterwards, on "ey 28th of : 


January „ his Majeſty having been 

| pleaſed, with the advice of his 
Council, to give directions for a 
new call of Serjeants, the Lord 
_ + »Chancellor, with the concurrence 
of the two Chief Juſtices, iſſued 
forth writs to the following Gentle- 
men: Sir Francis Page, (who was 
made his Majeſty's Serjeant at 
Law the fame day,) William Erle, 

of the Middle Temple, Henry 
Stevens of the Inner Temple, 


55 John Cuthbert, William Brydges, 


Thomas Hanbury, Edward Whit- 
aker, William Brainthwaite, John 


Darnell, all of the Middle Tem- 
ple, John Belfield of the Inner 
Temple, William Salkeld of the 
5 Middle 0 Edward Millar 


d Gazette. 


5 


i 4.4 of Linvoln's: 


| nn, Nathaniel Mead 
of the Middle Temple, James 
Reynolds of Lincoln's Inn, jun'. 
Eſqrs. who all appeared upon the 
return of their writs in Chancery, 
and were ſeverally ſworn, and this 


day they met in the Inner Temple 


Hall, and counted before all the 


5 Judges, who put on their hoods and 


coifs, and the Lord Chief Juſtice 
Parker made a ſpeech to them on 
the occaſion, and then they proceed- 
ed to Weſtminſter in their party- 
a coloured robes, attended by the 
Gentlemen of the ſeveral inns of 
cCourt and Chancery, and their re- 
ſſpective officers, and by the War- 


den of the Fleet, uſhers, mar- N 


1 ſhals, and other officers of the 
court at Weſtminſter, and accord- 
ing to cuſtom counted again at 
the Common Pleas bar; the Lord 


5 Chancellor, the Lord Chief Juſ- 


tice King, and Judges of the ſaid 
court ſitting on the bench; the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Parker, and 
the Judges of the King's Bench, 
G 2 ſitting 


oat [ki on the nies hand i of the 
court, and the Lord Chief Baron 
on the left hand fide of the court; 

half of each new Serjeant, deliver- 


3 
| 
| 


ed rings to the Lord Chancellor, 


Chief Juſtices, : and to all the 
bother Judges and Serjeants, with 
this motto Omnia tuta vides ;” 

after which they returned to the 
Middle N and treated the 


Lord Chancellor, the Lord Pre- 


ſident, and many others of the 
Nobility, the Judges and Ser- 
> | jeants, and many other perſons of 


quality, with a e en- 
tertainment. | 


10 , Geo. Jan. 1723. Sir Robert „ 
Knight, Attorney General, and 
Edmund Probyn, Eſq; of Lin- 


coln's Inn, were called to the de- 
gree of Serjeants at Law, and 
held their feaſt at Serjeants Inn, 
Fleet-ſtreet ; their motto was 


2 Gazette, and 2 Lord Raym. 1331. 


* Salv4 


76 08 * lacs potens.” Sir Ro- 
bert Raymond was the ſame day 
appointed a Judge of the King's 
Bench, in the room of Sir Robert 


e Eyre, made Chief Baron of * 


8 Exchequer. 


Jan. 27. 172456, Sir Joſeph 
: Jekyll, Chief Baron Gilbert, and 
Mr. Juſtice Raymond, held the 


f Great Seal i in Commiſſion. 


10 Geo. April 1724. Lawrence Carter of 


Lincoln's Inn, Eſq; Thomas Mor- 
ley, Fettiplace Nott *, „ Joſeph 
 Girdler, John Baines, 2 Raby, 
Richard Cummyns, William Haw- 


| 0 kins, William Chappel, James 


Sheppard, Giles Eyre, and Mat- 
thew Skinner, Eſqrs. were, pur- 
ſuant to their writs, called to the 
ſtate and degree of Serjeants at 


Law, and held their Feaſts at 


_ - Lincoln's Inn Hall: the fame day 


Lawrence Carter was knighted and 
made a Ring's Serjeant. 


This Gentleman's name (I have been told) gave oc- 
caſion to a pun that was much handed about at that time: 
That out of twelve Serjeants — there was not a 


& Lawyer — them.“ 


G 3 13 Geo, 
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13 Geo. Jan. 19. 1727. Serjeant chemie 
was appointed his Majeſty s Pre- 
mier Serjeant at Law, in the room 


i tir dns Pengelly made 
i Td: Chief Baron * wad Exche- 
N 8 | 


I Geo. 2, OR, 24. 1727. His Majeſty 
King George the Firſt dying at 
Oſnabrug, June 11, 1727. the 
| Judges Commiſſions were by act of 
Parliament to continue in force for 
fix months, unleſs ſooner deter- 

mined by the ſucceſſor, but the 
middle of September they had all 
new patents, except Mr, Juſtice 
Forteſcue, who was ſuperſeded ; 
and Mr. J. Page was removed out 
of the Common Pleas into the 
King's Bench i in his room. 


8 The Honourable Spencer Cow- 

per and Edward Corbet, Eſqrs. 

| of Lincoln's Inn, were called to 
8 the ſtate and degree of Serjeants 
at Law: and Spencer Cowper 
Tp was * ſame * made a 


Judge. 


the Degree of deen er at Law. 


Judge of the Common Pleas in 
the room of J. Page. 


4 Geo. 2. 1730. William Lee, Eſq; one 
of the King's Council, with Tho- 


mas Birch, - Eſq; both of the In- 


ner Temple, called Serjeants ; and 
Lee was next day made a Judge 
of the te e Bench. 1 


7 Geo. 2. 1733. Sir Philip York*, At- 
torney General, went out Serjeant 


alone 


1 wa Raym. 1510. By 
1 

a This noble perſon was ſaid to have been entirely againſt 
the innovation propoſed, relative to the laying open the 
court of Common Pleas: which eircumſtance would re- 


fle& a further degree of luſtre on his character, if it 


wanted any addition: — to find him diſintereſtedly firm 


in maintaining to all poſterity, the rights and privileges of 
an order, the dignity of which he had ſupported in his 
own perſon; and from which tte retired, only to ſhine 
in a more exalted ſphere ; in which laſt great ſtation he 
preſided for very near twenty years, and when he quit- 
ted it, left a name that will be mentioned with honour 
as long as Weſtminſter Hall laſts : exhibiting through- 
out his life ſuch a cloſe union between great merit and 


great ſucceſs, that was perhaps unknown before his time. 


There is indeed a remarkable character 1 in the Roman 
Hiſtory, that bears in the great out-lines of it a ſtrong 
| reſemblance to this before us; which, becauſe as far as 


the compariſon goes, this will fairly be the gainer, I 
| G 4 ſhall 


A 
— 
CO 
ters 


+... glone-th = of 3 and- 
| on rum 6th, took his place as 

Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench 
Haan) ol "3s room of Lord Raymond | 
Aceceaſed, and created a: Peer by 
the ſtyle of Lord Hardwick ; and 
iI think was the firſt Serjeant who 
| 55 counted i an. Engliſh, 13 22 | 
A Gro. 2. w Thomas mere. Eſq; 
Wright, 'Efq; called Serjeants ; 
the former made a Judge of the 
1 Common Pleas in a room of 
We 4 Ake of "ER atLaw 
; Wan, 3 IN Lord Chief on 


Ant {et it down with leſs ſcruple. Vx "Car Gan- 
116, ET ATIs Otndins, HOMINEM INVENERIS, eujus 
FELICITATEM FORTUNZ METELLI COMPARES. Nam 
PRATER EXCELLENTES: TRIUMPHOS, HONORESQUE 
AMPLISSIMOS ET PRINCIPALE IN REPUBLICA AS rI- 
GIUM, EXTENTUMQUE vir SPATIUM, ET ACRES 
INNOCENTESQUE PRQ REPUBLICA CUM INIMICIS co - 
TENTIONES, . MATO FILIOS SUSTULIT ; OMNES 
ADULT EATATIS VIDIT, OMNES RELIQUIT SUPER- 
{TITES BY JONGRATIS21MOS. Vell. Fatere. lib. r. 
cap. 11. ; 
: 1514 $16. Gini Ape 1% ß 


Reeve 


ring — to ac- 
thereof, writs were ſeverally 
| ted to ; chem. me the uſual 


9 „ Oeo. 2. Teſted May 1 5 returnable the 
morrow of the Aſcenſion. On 
Friday morning, the d- of June, 
having taken leave of their ſeveral 
ſocieties, and received their uſual 
payment of ten guineas in crowns 
and half crowns in a purſe, pre- 
ſented to them by the Treaſurer, 
after a ſhort ſpeech, they went 
with the Benchers to Weſtminſter, 
and were conducted to the Chan- 
entry in the ſeveral ſocieties, and 
not as called to the bar; but Mr. 
Parker of the Inner Temple, hav- 
ing his warrant to be King's Ser- 
jeant, went in firſt, and having 
his writ open in his hand, addreſ- 
| fed himfelf to Lord Talbot, Lord 
Chancellor, to this effect: That 
being commanded by his Majeſty's 


| writ 


vrit to NY upon the ſtate 
and degree of a Sent at Law, ' 
he did, in obedience to his Maje- 


W ſty's command, appear there with- 


in the time appointed, and prayed 
that his writ might be read, and 
his appearance recorded; which 
was accordingly read by the ſenior 
clerk of the petty bag, and his 
appearance ordered to be recorded. 
After him Thomas Huſſey of the 
Middle Temple did the like ; and 
ſo did the reſt, fourteen in all, 
viz. Abraham Gapper of Lin- 
coln's Inn, Robert Price of the 
Middle Temple, Michael F oſter 
of the Middle Temple, Thomas 
Burnet of the Middle Temple, 


+ William Wynne, of the ſame, 


John Agar of the ſame, Richard 
Draper of Gray's Inn, but went 
out from Lincoln's, Inn, Robert 
__ Johnſon Kettleby, of the Middle 
Temple, William Hayward of the 

ſame, Samuel Prime of the ſame, 
Thomas Barnardiſton of the ſame, 


Edward | 
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* Eühad Bootle of the Inner 


"> 


r 
Tenne. 1 


i. 4 ber which they took the Soak of alle- 
giance and ſupremacy, and their oaths as 
Serjeants at Law, and then Mr. Parker, in 
the name of the whole call, preſented to 
Lord Chancellor the King's ring of duty, 
Which he defired his Lordſhip to preſent to, 
his Majeſty, as a ſmall teſtimony of the 
' grateful ſenſe they had of the honour his 
Majeſty had done them : and they were ſe- 
_ verally reconducted to the treaſury cham- 
ber of the Common Pleas; and then the 
Benchers took their leave, and the new Ser- 
jeants went home, without appearing in 
any other court that day. 


Friday in the afternoon the new Serjeants 
went to Serjeants Inn, by appointment of 
Lord Chief Juſtice Reeves, and counted be- 
fore the Judges of the Common Pleas court ; 
the old Serjeants and Prothonotaries only at- 
tending, 95 doing their parts 3 


June 5. Sat. morning, the Lord Hardwick, 
Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, having been 
firſt of the Middle Temple, appointed them 
to meet at the Middle Temple Hall, about 


| nine | 


= co and — he and all the 
ſt 2 the Judges met in the Parliament 
chamber, in their ſcarlet, the Chiefs having 
their gold collars, and the ancient Serjeants 
in their purple robes, and the Benchers of 
the ſeveral ſocieties, in their bar gowns. 
Where biſcuits and mull'd wines were pre- 
pared; the ancients of the ſeveral Inns of 
Chancery, and other ä ans Ar in 


their gowns. 
The new Serjeants appeared i in their bar 
gowns and full bottom'd wigs, and then the 


Lord Hardwick, and the reſt of the Judges, 


being conducted by the High Steward Mr. 
Henley, and Wyrley Birch as Comptroller, 
with their white ſtaves, and in black flowered 2 
damaſk gowns, went into the hall and fat 
in Chairs, with their backs to the Benchers 
table, and their faces to the audience, the 
Lord Hardwick in the middle, the Chief 
Juſtice Reeve on his right hand, and the 
Chief Baron on the left, the other Judges 
on each fide, the new Serjeants fronting 
them, according to their ſeniority, and the 
ancient Serjeants ſtanding behind them, and 
the Prothonotories at the end of the row. 


6 Then 


8 though « Peer, prey the name of 
peer 4 Recommending to to 
«. conſider the dignity and ſtate which they | 
« were now about to take upon them; that 
«. he did not doubt, but the firſt thing that 
« would occur to them, would be the oblis 
* gation they. lay under to his - Majeſty; 
<«.' who, from ſuch a great number of 1 
« ed and eminent men in the pr 2 
4 had been pleaſed to call them forth a 
« diſtinguiſh them by ſach a mark of bis 
« royal favour. — The next thing he put 
44 them in mind of, was, their oath as Ser- 
7 Jeants at Law, which they had taken in 
« Chancery, which, though ſhort, compre- 
e hended a true ſummary of their duty a5 
3 Serjeants; it imported how juſt and gau- 
« tious they ought to be in adviſing their 
« clients not to encourage litigious and 
& yexatious ſuits, nor unjuſt defences. For 
e though it was the part of the Judges to 
* hear and determine, yet it was by them 
« that the caſe was to be moulded and 
4 brought before the court; 3 and at the 
« ſame time conſider what was due to their 
6e client, and the proper regard due to the 


- ON court. 


Diner 
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% court. That they ought to prevent, as 

% much as in them lay, all unneceſſary ex- 

| © pence and delay, for that (as an eminent 
« writer of the law had obſerved) delay was 
« that, which made the law bitter, and the 
« expence which made it ſour. Then he 
© reminded them of the antiquity and dig- 
« nity of the degree, which was the high- 
« eſt in Law, and of the dignity of the 
% Profeſſion of the Law, and how eminent 
« the Profeſſors of the Common Law had 
„% been in all ages, and the greateſt ſup- 
« porters of our happy Conſtitution. That 

they had often ſtood in the gap in times 
0 of danger and difficulty, and often inſtru- 
« mental in reſcuing the Conſtitution from 
« tyranny and oppreſſion, and that the Con- 
te ſtitution never ſhined more, than when 
« the Law flouriſhed ; and when that was 
« under diſparagement, the Conſtitution of 

* courſe ſunk and grew languid, &c.. &c.” 


After his ſpeech, the new Serjeants counted, 
as before, and then ſeverally kneeled down 
on cuſhions, and the Judges put on their 
white coifs of linen, and pinned on their 
ſcarlet hoods on their ſhoulders over the bar 
gown, and then the Judges and ancient 

Serjeants 
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Serjeants were conducted by the Steward and 


Comptroller to their reſpective e and 
went to Weſtminſter Hall. 


"The new Serjeants, in the mean time, 
went into the Parliament chamber, and put 
on their party-coloured robes and the ta- 
bord over them, and put on their full bot- 
tom'd wigs and their Iinen cap upon it, but 
left off the ſcarlet tippet; and ſo walked to 
Weſtminſter Hall, accompanied by the 
Benchers of the ſeveral ſocieties, and the an- 
cient Serjeants of the Inns of Chancery, 
with their reſpective officers, in party-co- 
loured jackets, - the Chiefs having three 
clerks each, and each puiſne Judge and an- 
cient Serjeant having two clerks in the like 
jackets, and the new Serjeants each two 
clerks, one carrying his maſter's ſcarlet 
hood and his ſquare cap and coif, the other 
carrying his hat, by his maſter's fide, as 
alſo his Marſhal, carrying a ſtaff with his 
arms painted thereon. 


The Steward and EV attended 
the proceſſion in their gowns, and with their 
ſtaves, as far as enn and 


then returned. a 


* N 1 


ide of Weſtminſter Hall oppoſite the court 
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The new Serjeants were conducted to the 


of Common Pleas, and then the Judges of 
the King's Bench and Barons of the Ex- 
chequer came into court, the four Judges 
of the King's Bench ſitting in chairs in the 
area, between the bench and the bar, on 
the right hand, and the Barons on the left, 
and Ro the Lord Chancellor, in his gold 


| tufted gown, came and fat on the bench, in 


the middle of the four Judges. | 


Then the two ancient Serjeants fetch d up 
Mr. Parker to the bar, being preceded by 


the Warden of the Fleet, with his battoon 


in his hand, and the Uſher of the Common 


Pleas and Exchequer, (who 1 is but one offi- 


cer, carrying his golden rod,) and making 


three obeiſances to the court. He counted 


in the ſame manner, addreſſing himſelf to 
my Lord Reeve, and then Mr. Bailey, his 


colt, delivered his rings to the Lord Chan- 


cellor and Judges of the Common Pleas, 


and then to the Judges, and Barons, and 
ancient Serjeants, and three Prothonotaries, 


with this motto, N N libertas gra- 
tior. 5 


ml 
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a Then the two next ancient Serjeants were 
called on by the Prothonotaries to fetch up 
the next new Serjeant in ſeniority, Mr. 
Huſſey, who was brought up in the ſame 


manner, and after he had counted, Mr. 
Banks his colt, delivered his rings in the 
ſame manner: and ſo did all the reſt * | 


their ſeyeral * VIZ. 


h Mr. Gapper j jun. for his aber Serjeant 


Gapper. _ 
Mr. Cummyns for A, Price. 
Mr. Gould for Serjeant Burnet. 

1 Koa Wilſon for Serjeant Agar. 
Mr. Wragg for Serjeant Kettleby. 
| Mr Preſton for Serjeant Prime. - 


Mr. Baugh for Serjeant Foſter. _ 
Mr. Hatſell for Serjeant Wynne. 
Mr. Stevens for Serjeant Draper. 
Mr. Rock for Serjeant Haward. 


Mr. Barnardiſton for Serjeant Barnar- 
diſton. 


After delivery of the rings, each new Ser- 
jeant was called to move, ſome of which 


had motions of courſe, and moved accord- 
H About 


Mr. Clayton for Serjeant Bootle. 5 
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About four o'clock the Lord Chancellor, 
in his tufted robe, Nobility, Maſter of the 


Rolls, Speaker, Judges, and Serjeants in 


their ſcarlet robes, being conducted by the 
Steward and Comptroller to the Parliament 
chamber, where they were all preſented 
with rings, (that had not received them be- 
fore as of duty,) particularly. a ring finely 
poliſhed, with the motto enamelled, was by 
Mr. Parker preſented to Mr. Onſlow, Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons, 'and Chancellor 
to the Queen, in the name of the call, to 


be preſented to her Majeſty ; and to Mr. 


Juſtice Denton, Chancellor to the Prince, 
two rings poliſhed and enamelled in like 
manner, to be preſented to the Prince and 
Princeſs of Wales. — And it was ordered, 
that Mr. Parker ſhould preſent rings to the 
Duke and four Princeſles, poliſhed and ena- 
melled in like manner, when he ſhould be 
preſented to them and kiſs hands, as King's 5 
Serjeant. 


The company was then conducted into | 
the Middle Temple Hall, by the Steward 


and Comptroller, and as ſoon as as grace was 
ſaid, the muſic played all dinner. 


I | I - The 


The Lord Chancellor and Lord Prefident 
Fat together at the. upper end of the firſt 
table, the Nobility, Judges, Serjeants, King's 

Council, Attornies and Solicitors, en ag 
to their reſpective ranks. 


At the next table, Mr. Parker far. at the 
upper end, and the old and new Serjeants, 


| Prothonotaries, Secondaries, Warden of the 
Fleet, &c e ; 


At the third TON Lord Chancellor 8 
Officers, Judges, and Serjeants clerks. 


Two fine ſide- boards of gilt plate, &c. 
belonging to the city, and uſually lent on 
theſe occaſions, attended 2 the city offi- 

cer. | 
A baron of cold beef on a table by itſelf, 
with a ſtandard of the King's arms ſtuck-in 
it, which ought to have been carried i in the 
proceſſion, but was forgot. 


After dinner, the Nobility, Taal and 

ancient Serjeants, retired into the Parlia- 
ment chamber, and in about an hour de- 
parted home, and the mae his the 
evening together. 


H 2 A ge- 
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A general Account of the Expences of the 
15 Call. IS 
Each Serjeant (being fourteen 
in all) upon the receipt of his 
writ, by agreement, paid to Sir 
F rancis Child and Co. 2001. 
In al 2800 00 


.* 


Paid * Mr. Parker bende 
as King's Serjeant, in conſide- 
ration of ſome additional ex- 
pence of wine and biſcuits ſent 
on his account as King's Ser- 
jeant, as it had been uſual, 10 0 0 


n 


281000 


* 


Paid to the robe-maker, for 
the Serjeants robes, walking 
_ gowns, and jackets, to the of- 
ficers attending and clerks of the 
Judges and — In all 360 o 0 


To the cook for the — 
dinner, and inſtruction and colts 
ſuppers, and for ribbons to the 
ſeveral waiters, == — 315 0 0 
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To the goldſmith for rings of 
duty, including the King' 8, weigh- 


ing in gold 84 
Faſhion, being poliſhed and en- T 
amelled, — 1 10 4 


To the Queen, ditto and ditto, f 8 35 9 


To the Prince of Wales, in gold 
and faſhion, —— 


To the Princeſs of Wales, ditto, 6 wp. « © 


To the Duke and four Prin- 
| . 41. each, gals and e 20 00 


6 10 0 


The Pod e 1 TY | 
Prefideas; Lord Privy Seal, Lord | 
Great Chamberlain, Lord Stew- 
ard, Lord Chamberlain of the & beſides fa- 
Houſhold, the three Chiefs and] ſhion. 
Maſter of the Rolls, each had | 
fourteen rings, : 


Of 18s. _ 


'To the two Ae of State, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Chancellor of the Dutchy, 70 16s, ry 
To the nine puiſne Judges, 5 BL 1 gal 7 
Nich had fourteen rings, 


H 3 To 


'To the er General you. 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
4 
| 
{ 
1 
N 
| 


To.the Maſter of che Crown» { 


Solicitor General, 
To. twelve King's Oceans. : Ys 
To "nineteen ancient Serjeants, 12 
To the three Prothonotaries, | 
To the Maſter of the King's > Of 128. Va» 
| Bench, 1 lue, gold. 9 


office, © 
To the Curſitor Baron, ] | 
+ Each had fourteen rings, 


To the. Colts, each Serjeant 


preſented his own with a ring of 


_ ſhillings value. 
To Cuſtos ont of * 
| Common Pleas and Kung“ . ER. 
Bench, Of 8 4 vis . 
To the Warden af the Fleet, lue, gold. 
To the Clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery, Each fourteen, | 
To the Chirographer, | 
To the Clerk of yy Warrants, 
To the Uſher of the Exchequer | of 6s. va. 
and Common Pleas, being dun lue, gold. 
one officer, £ 5 
Each had fourteen, 435 
To . 8 
To four Exigents, Ea 6d, 255 
2 Each fourteen, } 
To 


es . ei = 
troller, each 11. 198. and fa. 

ſhion, each 158. being enamel!!n!1ke 

led. Both together 5 80 


The number of rings given as 
of duty, great and ſmall, a- 
mounted to 1409, and came in OS 
all to the ſum of — — 773 oo 


Beſides what every Serjeant had made upon 


his private account, and gave away to 


Gentlemen of the Bar, Attornies, and 
others. of his friends in Weſtminſter Hall, 
and upon their reſpective circuits, which 
came to more ders all the reſt of tis ex- 
PRES. g 


To Port and Liſbon Wines 
for the general entertainment. 
and ſupper, and Colts, 40 0 0 


| For French wines, Cham- 
paign, Burgundy, Cape, Madei- 
ra, Hock, and other rich wines 
for the general feaſt, ſuppers, 
and cuſtomary preſents after- 
wards, to thoſe that were in- 
titled to it, amounted in the 
whole to — 294 2 6 


To biſcuits, as _ for denk. 


— ents 


For the muſic in the hall, 31 10 0 | 
Paid to the Lord Hardwick, 

Chief Juſtice, for the uſe of 

verjeants nn, 0 0 © 


' Small bills of fees claimed by) 
1 | the Clerk of the Crown in}. 
| Chancery, Uſher of Chancery, | 
cryers and tipſtaffs of the Com- | 
mon Pleas, gratuities to the offi- $140 0 0 
cers of each ſociety, and other 
petty diſburſements, for coifs 
— wine at each ſociety the 
e he cz. 
| | In al, about __ Q 0 


Wine So biſeui ts to 0 Clerks a 
of the Judges and ancient Serjeants, 1 wh 
cach paid afterwards, - 5 8 6 


And to the Lord Fe I 8 
Gentleman, on bringing the Kings 9 
writ, each Serjeant gave.” 2 32 8 


8 þ 


In all 7 10 6 


80 that 221. 108. was MY to each Ser- 
lernt out of his 3 2 to Mr. Child; 
Out 


out of Rich deduct * * 108. 6d. pai 
77 by each ere Denen 81 


&s Eads A +4 


| 88 account 9 the e who! re- 
ceived wine, and the quantity to _— 


The wine ſent to the Lord Chan- Dl 
cellor, was two doz. and fix bot- 5 
tles of claret,, 6 0 o 
One doz. and 3 bottles of See 1 7, 0 
One doz. and three empty bottles, o 3 14 


Hamper and porterage, 0 4 © 


* — 


"84 77 


Being two bottles of 3 from each 1 
jeant, and one of ſack, and two bottles more 
of claret for the King's Serjeant, and one of 
ſack; in all 45 bottles to each nn 
Same to the Maſter of the Rolls, 8 4 hy 
Same to the Chancellor of the Ex- = 
chequer, — — 7 
Same to the Chancellor of the _ 
| Shins to Lord Hardwick; Chief ju 82 1 
tice of the King's Bench, ; 4 7 


Same to Lord Chief Juſtice | Reeve, 84 7 
Same 


e 
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Same to Chief Baron rg 8 4 * 
Jo juſtiee Page, the fame quan- 
tity of Port and Canary, 5 10 0 
Same quantity to Baron Carter, 5 10 0 
To Jaftice Denton, —— — 5100 
To Juſtice Probin, — — 5 10 0 

To Juſtice Comyns, — — 5 10 0 
Jo Juſtice Forteſcue Aland, 10 d. 


To Juſtice Lee, Baron Ported, Herow” 
Thompſon, Mr. Clive Curſitor Baron, the 
Attorney General, Solicitor General, Ser- 
jeant Cheſhire, Serjeant Wynne, Serjeant 

_— Ser) eant * ae ee Bell- 


jeant Skinner, Serfount Eyre, Serjeant Banes 7 
Serjeant Corbet, Serjeant Udlin, Serjeant Oird- 
ler, Serjeant Wright, Serjeant Toller, Serjeant 
Birch, Serjeant Hawkins, Serjeant Comynss 
to each the like SIT, of Ten and Ca- 


nary. 

The Lord Chancellor at the FEY tie 
had fifteen papers of biſcuits, which coſt 

11. 28. 6d. and to the puiſne Judges and 


Serjeants the like number of papers, . 
coſt each 158. 


* 1 * 
* 


N. B. 
f 


they had any either 5 —— 


other general call of Serjeants. At private 
calls every Gentleman is at liberty to do as 


he pleaſes, eſpecially as it commonly i is at- 
tended with a promotion. 


By Mrs. Matthews books, (che once 
tioner) the preſents of biſcuits (which al- 


ways accompany the wine) went no lower 
than the Attorney and Solicitor General. 


1 have been the more 3 a co- 


pious on. this call, as it may probably: be 
| the laſt general and regular call. 


9 Geo. 2. 1737. Hill. Term. John Willes, * 
Eſq; Attorney General, went out 

alone as Serjeant at Law, having 
been knighted; was made Chief 


Juſtice of the Common Pleas the 
ſame day, 


14 Geo. 2. r Mich. sir Thomas Ab- 
ney called, and made a Baron of 
the Exchequer. 


| 2 5 Geo. 


le is omitted in the manuſcript Series ; ud on the 
authority of the Table at ths end of Burnaby s Reports, 


"Ow 


e 7 tr 7 BEA DD WS A, os 


xp 
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wy Geo. 2. 1741. The firſt day of Mich. 


Term, the Judges of the Com- 
mon Pleas fat in the court 
newꝛly erected, the old court was 
demoliſhed and cleared away. 
15 Geo. 2. 1742. Thomas Deniſon and 
#7 Edward Leeds, Eſqrs. called Ser- 
jeants, and the next day Deniſon 
was made a Judge of the King's 
Bench in the room of 4 e 
deceaſed. 9 


| 16 Geo. 2. 1743. Charles Clark, Eſq; of 


Lincoln's Inn, went out Serjeant 
alone, and the ſame day was 
ſworn in Baron of the Exchequer 

in the room of Sir Thomas Abney, 
made a. Judge of the Common | 

Pleas. 


18 Geo. 2. 1745. Edward Clive, Eſa; cal- 
led Serjeant, and made a Baron of 
the Exchequer the ſame day. 


29 and 21 Geo. 2. 1747. Trin. Term, the 
m1 Honourable Hege Legge, Eſq; 


I haye ventured to place him here; having underſtood 
he was one of the King's Council, and therefore not 
called Serjeant till he was appointed a Baron of the A. 


chequer. ? 
= of 


» - 


25 2 5 Inner Temple, and David 
Poole, Eſq; of Lincoln's Inn, 
called Serjeants; their motto 
« Mens bona, fama, fides,” and 
gave their feaſt at the Inner Tem- 
ple Hall. 


ay _ 24 Geo. 2. 1750. Mr. Gundry 8 


Sidney Stafford Smyth, Eſq; both 
King's Council, were called Ser- 
jeants, and the firſt was appointed 
a Judge of the, Common Pleas in 
the room of J. Abney deceaſed ; 
and the other a Baron of the Ex- 
chequer in the room of B. Clark 
deceaſed ; who both died of the 
gaol diſtemper caught at the Old 
Bailey; of which the Lord Mayor 
(Pennant) and many others died. 
The motto of this call was Li- 
| bertas, fides, veritas.“ =D 


26 Geo. 2. 1758. Febr. 3. Sir Rich. Adams, 


Recorder of London, and George 
Wilſon, Eſq; both of the Inner 
Temple, were called Serjeants; 3 


d See Mr. Juſtice Foſters Reports, and Diſcourſes | 
on Crown Daw P 7 


their 


their motto was * Imperio regit 
unus æquo, and their feaſt in the 
a A er . Hall. 8 


e ene, s and the Honour- 
able Henry Bathurſt, Eſq; King's 
Council, were called Serjeants, 
and gave for their motto Ven- 
turo proſpicit zvo.z” their feaſt in 
Lincoln's Inn Hall; the firſt hav- 
ing been appointed Chief Juſtice 
of the King's Bench, the other 
= dg. of the Common Pleas. 


28 Geo. 2. 1755. Hill. Term. Sir Eardley 


Wilmot, Lomax Martin, James 


19 BY Hewit, and William Davy, Eſqrs. 


were called Serjeants; their motto 
was Dia interfit populo.“ Tho 
four Serjeants, yet conſidered as a 
private call. Sir Eardley Wilmot 
| _ was made a Judge 6 of the King's 
Bench; 5 


29 Ges. 2. 1756. Mich "Min, the Ho- 
nourable William Murray, Eſq; 


Attorney General, went out Ser- 
7 _ ____ yeunt 


jeant na A the fame day was 


 fworn in Chief Juſtice X the 


King's Bench ; the'motto on his 
rings was Servate domum; 


5 his. feaſt was in mt Inn 


2. 1757 7 May | ; "Raſter Term, 


the Honourable William Noel, 
Eſq; King's Council and Chief 


Juſtice of Cheſter, Thomas Sta- 


_ nyford, Eſq; of the Inner Temple, 


and James Foſter of Gray's Inn, 


Eſq; were called Serjeants; their 


motto as «© Avi numerentur 
avorum; their feaſt was in Lin- 


cColn's Inn Hall: Mr. Noel was the 


ſame day ſworn in a Judge of the 
Common Pleas, and retained his 


office as Chief Juſtice of Cheſter. 


Friday, Nov. 18. The Right 


Honourable the Earl of Hard- 


wick, Lord Chancellor, reſigned 


a the Great Seal, after twenty years 
| cuſtody of it (except one term) 


and it was the ſame day delivered 
10 L Chief Juſtice Willes, Mr. 


Baron 


ATE ray and Mr. Juſtice 
aaa as Lords --— | 


31 Seo. 2. 1700 In \ Trinity vacation the 


Great Seal was delivered to Ro- 
bert Henley, Eſq; then Attor- 


ney General, by the ſtyle of Lord 


32 Geo. 


Keeper; he was knighted. 
2. 1759. Hill, Term, 1 Febr. 


Serjeant Hewit was made King's 


Serjeant. 


Febr. 6. William Whitaker, 
George Nares, and Anthony Keck, 
Eſqrs. called Serjeants; the two 
firſt having received warrants to 


be King's Serjeants, were ſworn 


in the ſame day: their motto was 


* Te metuant tyranni; their 
feeaſt was in Lincoln's Inn Hall. 


1. Geo. 3. 1761. Juſt before Hilary Term, 


his Majeſty gave orders for renew- 
ing all the Judges, King's Ser- 


Jeants, and King's Councils pa- 


tents as before, without any alte- 


ration, either as to courts or per- 
ſons, 


n TT of Serjeant at Lau. 29 
+7: © ſons, and Lord Keeper Rene 
1 * before his ſerving the 
office of Lord High Steward at 
Lord Ferrers's trial was created a 
Peer) had now the Gfeat Seal re- 
delivered to him by the ſtile and 1 
title of Lord Chancellor. 8 Fx | 


The Judges falaries ier BE 
by Act of Parliament, and their 
places fixed for life, Stat: 17 
Geo. 3. ei % 


Thus I have endeavoured to recover 4 
gi ſeries of Serjeants from the earlieſt 
times down to the preſent : I will not ven- 
ture to ſay it is perfect and complete ; - there 
may perhaps be ſome omiſſions, as well as 
ſome miſtakes ; but it is the moſt perſect of 
any yet made. And I might have contented 
myſelf with giving an aceount of the num- 
ber in every year, without inſerting their Es 
names, which has helped to ſwell the ac- | 
count; but I thought it would not be diſ- A 
agreeable, nor any diſparagement to the 


N obi- n 


- 2" e684; a bb was publiſhed, edicatcd to Lor! 
Chancellor North, ci!led «+ The Grandeur of the 
2: I Law,” 


130 On the Antiguity and Piguity of 
Nobility or Gentry, to find the names of 
many of their noble anceſtors in this liſt *. 


And 


Law,” or a Collection of the Nobility and Gentry, : 
whoſe honours and eſtates have, by ſome of their anceſ- 
tors, been acquired by the HEINE of the law. 


* A very little reflection will convince any . that 
this liſt, as to its beginning, can never be entirely per- 
fect. The printed Series of Dugdale, and that of the 
Chronica Juridicialia, (which is little more than copied 
from Dugdale, though it goes down to 1684.) go no 
higher up than Edward' the Firſt's time ; and the Ser- 
jeants enumerated in both thoſe liſts for a long time, 
are only King's Serjeants ; which makes them both very 
imperfect. It is however an unavoidable imperfection, 
becauſe the Liberate Rolls, which is the only fund of 
intelligence in thoſe times, could take notice of none 
but the King's Serjeants. This circumſtance too, ſhews 
why the ſame perſons names are for a long time often 
repeated in Dugdale's Series, and ſo copied above; be- 
cauſe every Liberate Roll neceſſarily had the ſame names, 
while the penſion from the crown continued. Dugdale 
has undoubtedly omitted the greateſt part of the Libe- 
rate Rolls; and probably repeated the ſame names only 
when ſome new King's Serjeant was added to a ſubſe- 
quent Roll. It ſeems impoſſible to ſupply the Series by 
going higher, or by filling it up with the other Ser- 
jeants. The year books, where it might be expected 
to have met with them, are very indiſtinct; not men- 
tioning whether the counſel, whoſe names they preſerve, 
were Serjeants or not. For inſtance, in Serjeant May- 

nard's year book of Ed. II. we meet with the great 
names 
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names of Herle, Stonore, Scrope, Trevaignon, &c. 
as council in every page; but without ary addition or 
diſtinction, and conſequently without a poſſibility of 
concluding from hence, whether they were Serjeants 
or not. Thus W. Devom and Herle are mentioned, 
Hill. 17 Ed. 2. the latter of whom was then a Serjeant, 
but the other was not called till the 5th of Ed. 3. the 
ſame perſon being clearly meant, whoſe name is wrote 


W. Denum in the Chronica Series. So in Hill, 


19 Ed. 2. Cantibrig, Stonore, and Devom, are all ta- 
ken notice of, without any diſtinction, as council in a 
caſe there reported, though Stonore had Jong been a. 
Serjeant. This makes it fruitleſs to wade rae the 
year books in queſt of names, which give no informa- 
tion, and which themſelves want explanation; being 
moſt of them expreſſed in thoſe Reports by the firſt ſyl- 
lable, (ſuch as Cant', Belk', Moubr',) which would be 
unintelligible, without the aid of the Liberate Rolls, 
or other collateral expoſition. But the preſent Obſer- 
vations, wrote to vindicate the antiquity and dignity. 
of the Order, want not any argument, that could be 
drawn from a ſeries carried back to the firſt riſe of the 
inſtitution. The implied antiquity of the writ itſelf, | 
the early eſtabliſhment of the court for the deciſion of 
civil ſuits, in which thoſe of this order have ever had 
_ excluſive practice, their ſummons to Parliament, the 
courts at Weſtminſter being ſupplied with Judges from 
this Order alone, and none but them being ever in cir- 
cuit commiſſions, with many particulars unneceſſary 
here to be recapitulated from the aboye obſervations, 
are, (one would think) if any thing can be, deciſive of 
the points they were intended to prove. And when jt 
is conſidered, that ſome of this Order have in all ages 
been admitted to a ſhare of public as well as private 

| FA councils, 


132 On the Antiquity and Dignity of 
councils, have ſhone both as Stateſmen and Lawyers; 
the motto at the entrance of theſe Obſervations, tho' 
it advances the importance of the Order to the utmoſt, 
will ſcarce be thought to have gone too far in its-appli- | 
cation. 1 | 
>=, But though it is as unneceſſary, as it is impoſ- 
ſible, to find the firſt beginning of the Series, I imagine 
it will be agreeable to the author's intention, as it is in 

' Juſtice due to the ſubject, to carry the Series as far down 
as can be done; becauſe in one branch of the profeſſion 
it tends to complete a liſt that contains fome of as great 
names as ever graced the annals of this, or any other 
nation: and ſo far the pleaſure ariſing from it will be 
common to every lover of his country, Some perſons, 
however, in ſurveying this liſt, will fecl a pleaſure more 
peculiarly their own, in mecting with their anceſtors or 
their own names inrolled in ſuch a ſeries of worthies ; 
a pleaſure this, not unlike that of Eneas, when ad- 
miring the paintings at Carthage ; ; : 


Se quoque principibus permixtum agnovit Achivis. 


Theſe conſiderations induced me to continue the Se- 
ries down to the preſent time, and this being an addi- | 
tion for which I am anſwerable, it ſeemed more proper 
by way of note, than by interpolation in the text. 


33 Geo. 2. Mich. Term, Nov. 1 3 Sir Richard Lloyd, 
King's Council, (and who had been Soli- 
citor General,) was called Serjeant alone ; 
bis motto In dubiis rectus.“ He was the 
ſame day ſworn a Baron of the Exchequer 
in the room of the Honourable Mr. B. 
Legge deceaſed. 


2 Ged. 3. Mich. Nov. 7. Henry Gould, Eſq; King's 


Council, — Mr. as a both of the Mid- 
dle 
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2 Geo. 3. 


3 Geo. 3. 


dle Temple, called Serjeants; their motto 


« Moribus ornes, Mr. Gould knighted 


and ſworn in a Baron of the Exchequer in 
the room of Sir R. Lloyd deceaſed. At this 


period I met with the following memoran- 
dum in the author's manuſcript notes : 
« The feaſt being laid aſide, the new Ser- 
<« jeants put off their party-coloured robes, 
and put on their ſilk walking gowns and 
4 coifs, and dined in Serjeants-Inn-Hall, 
“ having moved to be admitted of the fo- 


6c ciety, according to our late order, upon 


<< payment of 100] each, in lieu of the 

“ uſual feaſt and fine of 101. being the 

cc firſt inſtance; „ but to ſend wine and bil= 

cc 4 
cuits as uſual.” 


1762. Hill. Charles Pratt, Eſq; Attorney 
General, and J. Burland, Eſq; called Wy” 
jeants: the motto Tu ſatis ambobus.” 

Mr. Pratt was knighted, and made Chief 
Juſtice of the Common Pleas in the room 
of Chief Juſtice Willes, who died in the 
preceding vacation, This year, (1765, 
Lord Chief Juſtice Pratt, was, by his Ma- 
jeſty, ſent for, off the Norfolk ſummer cir- 
cuit, and created a Peer by the "= of 


Lord Camden. 


Hill. Mr. Perrot, one of the King's council, 
Mr. Aſpinall, and Mr. Glyn, called Ser- 
jeants; their motto, © Jam fides & pax.” 
Mr. Perrot was the ſame day ſworn in a 
Baron of the Exchequer in the room of Sir 
Henry Gould, removed into the King's 

202 Bench 
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Bench on Juſtice Noel's deceaſe. — 
Davy took his place as King's Serjeant. 


4 Geo. 3. Mich. Serjeant Hewit, at his own requeſt, 
| had a ſuperſedeas to his patent, for being 
King's Serjeant, and took place according 
to his original ſeniority, in the Common 
Pleas. Sir Michael Foſter died this term; 
having, about a year before, (as it were) 
| built his monument in Weſtminſter Hall by 
the publication of an accurate report of caſes 
and diſcourſes in the Crown Law. His 
ſeat in the court was not ed up this 
| term. 


4 Geo. 3. Hill. Joſeph Vates, Eſq; (having juſt be- 
fore been knighted,) was called Serjeant; 
his motto, Pater & cuſtos.” The ſame 
day he was ſworn a Judge of the King's 
Bench, in. the room . Sir Michael Foſ- 
ter. 


4 Geo. + Faſter. Serjeant Burland made a King s * 
TE jeant. 


5 Geo. 3. Eaſter. Sir Thomas Deniſon having been 

| for ſome time very infirm, reſigned his ſeat 
in the King's Bench, and obekined a penſion 
of 12col. a year. On his reſignation Sir 
Richard Aſton was recalled from Ireland, 
where he was Chief Juſtice of the Common 
Pleas; and this term, together with Ms. 

| Lee and Mr. Jephſon, was called Serjeant ; 
the motto, Tua Cæſar, ætas. Sir Rich- 
ard Aſton was the ſame day ſworn a Judge 
of the King's Bench. Sir Thomas Deni- 
ſon died this ſummer vacation. ; 


| the Degree of Serjeant at Law. 135 
And from hence it appears how ancient 
| this order or degree is; it is older than moſt 

others that I can nem | 


The firſt Duke in | England was Edward 
the Black Prince, created Duke of Corn- 
wall in the 11th year of Kind Edward the 
Third, The firſt Marquis, the gth of 
Richard the Second; the firſt Viſcount, the 
18th of Henry the Sixth ; the firſt Earl by 
patent, the iſt of King Stephen. The Or- 
der of the Garter was inſtituted the 18th 
year of Edward the Third. The Order of 
the Bath, the beginning of the reign of 
Henry the Fourth; revived in the year 
1724. The degree of Doctor in our Eng- 
liſh Univerſities, was firſt heard of in the 
time of King John, about the year 12073 
others ſay not till the latter end of the 
reign of Henry the Third. The title of 
Baronets was begun in the "os of King 
James. 


From the chore obſervations too, it ap- 


pany; what rom regard has been ſhewed 


> See i in W for theſe particulars, Selden's Titles 
of Honour, and 6. Co. 124. For the antiquity of the 
Doctor's degree, Spelm. Gloſs. Tit. Magiſter, and Col- 
lier's Hiſt, Dict. and Collier's Eccleſ. Hift. 173. 


14 to 


to this order in every age; that not only 
the courts of Law have been ſupplied from 


hence, but Speakers of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, Lord Treaſurers, Commiſſioners of 
the Great Seal, Lord Chancellors, and many 
other high offices of the kingdom. 


From hence 8 it appears, chat the 
King and people in thoſe days, were thought 
to be ſo much intereſted in this degree, 


that Gentlemen of the Profeſſion could not 


refuſe to take it upon them, when duly cal- 
led to it by the King's writ; this indeed 
the writ ſuppoſes by the penalty annexed: 
ſometimes they were convened before the 
Parliament 4 9 to obey the. writ; 
and obliged to take the degree. It appears 
too, that when they were once poſſeſſed of 
it, they could not lay it aſide, or forbear 
their attendance as Serjeants, without ſpe- 
| cial leave from the crown, even though cal- 
led upon to ſerve the crown in any other or 
more Important ſtation, 


1 have already obſerved, that they are 
called by the King's writ; and there is in 
Dugdale ” ſcveral ions ard and orders 


u Dugdale, c. 42. 


uſed 
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afed i in the making Serjeants at law; parti- 
cularly from Sir John Forteſcue's Treatiſe 
de Laudibus Legum Angliz ; he was him- 
ſelf a Serjeant, Chancellor to the Prince of 
Wales, and afterwards Chief Juſtice of the 
| King's Bench in Henry the Sixth's time; 


and gives an account of their ſolemnities 


and feaſts, which (as he ſays) were like 
thoſe of a coronation, and then laſted ſeven 
days; and that none could defray the charges 
and coſts of this ſolemnity with leſs than the 
ſum of 400 marks, every ane being obliged 
to give rings to the value of 40 or 50 
pounds; ſo that not only the King, Prince, 
Duke, Archbiſhop, and every Earl, Biſhop, 
Judges, Abbots, Knights, being preſent, 
but all the officers res in the King's 
courts, eſpecially in the court of Common 
Pleas, received a ring ſuitable to his degree, 
beſides other rings preſented to friends. 
They gave alſo liveries of cloth in great 
| abundance, not only to their houſhold, but 
alſo to their other ſriends and acquaintance, 
who during the time of the ſolemnity did 
attend and wait upon them; and for this 
reaſon, in the reſtraining ſtatutes, there are 
ſpecial exceptions to Serjeants at Law, at 
the time they take upon them that eſtate. 


90 And 
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And as that learned Chief Juſtice adds, 
d no man can be exalted, .(tho' ever fo ſkil- 
ful in the Law,) to the office and dignity of 
a Juſtice in any of the King's courts, unleſs 
he be firſt promoted to the ſtate and degree 
of a Serjeant at Law; neither can any man 
but a Serjeant plead in the court of Com- 
mon Pleas. And, in token that all Juſtices 
are thus graduated, every one of them, 
while he ſitteth in the King's Court, wear- 
eth a white coif of filk,- which is the prin- 
cipal and chief infignment of habit where- 
with Serjeants at Law, on their creation, 
are decked ; and neither Juſtice nor Serjeant 
ſhall ever put off the coif, no not in the 
King $ preſence *,” a 


In " WEN) there is the order and man- 
ner of making three Serjeants in 19 Hen. 7. 
Edward Elliot, Lewis Pollard, and Guy 
Palmes, all of the Middle Temple, who 

kept their Feaſt at Lambeth Palace, at 
which the King and all his houſhold were 
preſent, and took a repaſt or breakfaſt 
* jentaverunt cum toto hoſpicio ſuo). 


Forteſc. c. 50. 


139 
Cap. 44. is an account of the order of 
bins Serjeants: Trin. 13 Hen. 8. See 
their names Dove. 5 


Cap. 
The order 4 for the regulation of this call is 
eee of any that is to be met with: 
and compared with the forms uſed at this day, it ſhews 
the ceremonial has varied very little for ages; as will 
appear from tranſcribing a ſingle paſſage about leading 
up the new Serjeants, and the manner of their being 
preſented and making their reverence to the court. — 
And after that they be ſette, the Chief Juſtice of the 
* Comyne Place comandith ii of the olde Serjaunts ta 
„fetch the eldeſt of the newe Serjaunts. And then 
-F© thoſe ii olde Serjaunts goo and take the eldeſt of the 
t newe Serjaunts by the armes bytwene them: and at 
* the table, coming forward, they iii togeder make a 
< Jowe curteſie, and ageyn in the myddis of the hall, 
« a lyke curteſie; and when they come to the barre, a 
cc lyke curteſie; and they come through a lane made 
*© mete and redy for them by the Wardeine of the Flete, 
t and the ſeid Marchall and their offycers.” I am 
aware that ſome expreſſions in this paſſage will not eſ- 
cape the raillery of thoſe wits, who make the manners 
of their own times the ſtandard of every thing graceful 
and polite. By this way of judging, © what ſhould be 
great, they turn to farce;” ſince age, inſtead of mak 
ing any thing appear venerable, will by this rule only 
make it ridiculous. And if length of years will not 
protect forms themſelves from ridicule, much leſs will 
it the deſcription of them. And no doubt, in the above 
paſſage, ** the making ſo many low curtſies,” (inſtead 
of bows,) will be an oddity ſure to be laid hold of; and 
* quaintneſs of the expreſſion coupled with an idea of 


the 
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Cap. 45. The order of making $erjeants, 
1. Ed. 6. See: their names before. ar 


the ſolemnity of the 5 will form a very di- 
verting picture in ſuch gay imaginations. But then it 
muſt be remembered, this term (curteſy) was not ori- 
ginally, nor for a long while, confined to the other ſex, 

as it now is; but denoted acts of civility and reverence 


from either. As in Shakeſ ſpeare, 
Toby approaches and curt'fies there to me,” 


which is ſufficient to ſhew the word was once more 
largely applied, though I would not undertake to fix the 
time, when an excluſtve right was ſet up to a curteſy, with 
the pains that a learned French writer has beſtowed in 
ſettling the age of a bow. 

What is here offered will, on the ſame grounds, make 
way for a more general vindication of the forms themſelves 
uſed at the creation of this order. Though they differ 
ſo entirely from the common prevailing manners of the 
age; they want not any defence on this account : if 
they did, they have an excellent one already provided 
by Boileau and Pope, in their Comments on the Sim- 

plicity of the early ages; in the deſcription of which 
Homer himſelf has not eſcaped cenſure: though in ſuch 
caſe, when the ſwell of criticiſm begins a little to. 
ſubſide, it muſt be ſaid of Homer, and of every ancient 
| writer, who in deſcribing the manners of his age, is 
expoſed to cenſure, merely becauſe thoſe manners dif- 


fer from our own. 
te 12 is not Fw nods, but we that dream. 
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"Cap. 46 . The order of making Serjeants, 
Mich. term. 19 and 20 Eliz. See their 
names above. And it is mentioned, that 


the old Serjeants then living, were only Mr. 
Bendloes, Mr. Powtrell, and Mr. Mead. 

The term had been adjourned by reaſon of 
the peſtilence. See Chief Juſtice Wray's 
ſpeech ? on the occaſion. The motto on 
their rings was Lex Regis prefidium,” 
which is the firſt * motto I have met with: 
| | and 
» Dugdale, 122. 

The firſt introduction of rings themſelves, on this 
occaſion, is as doubtful as that of mottos. They are 
taken notice of by Forteſcue, in the time of Hen. 6. 
and in the ſeveral regulations for general calls in Hen. 8. 
and Queen Elizabeth's time. The antiquity of them 
therefore, though not to be ſtrictly aſcertained, yet be- 
ing thus far indiſputable, makes Sir H. Spelman's per- 
plexed account rather extraordinary. Donatur Ser- 
ec yiens ad Legem annulo aureo (quære) ſed alios do- 
« nat, fidei ſymbolo, nam fic in coronatione Rex an- 
e nulo donatur quaſi jam deſponſus rei- publicæ.“ 
( Gloſſ. Tit. Serv? ad Legem.) But whatever is the real 

antiquity of theſe rings, that of mottos ſeems to fall 

ſhort of them at leaſt a century. That in the 19th and 
20th of Eliz. may perhaps be the firſt ; becauſe till that 
time, they are no where mentioned. When Dugdale 

(p. 136.) ſpeaks of the poſies © that were uſual,” he 
muſt be underſtood to ſpeak of the uſage about his own 

3 | time. 
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and there is a particular account of the rings 

and liveries given at that call. The Chief 
Juſtices and the other Judges, had each four 
ſervants in livery: every old Serjeant had 
two ſervants, and every new Serjeant had 
eight ſervants. And much more may be 
ſeen of theſe feaſts in Dugdale, Stow, 
85 6 AE and other hiſtorians ; n Fe 


time. What is 1 Chief Js 8 om in 
his ſpeech at this very call, comments] very largely on. 
the metal and form of theſe rings, but is entirely filent 
as to any motto, device, poſie, or inſcription they 
contain; which he would ſcarce have paſſed over, had 
any ſuch thing been uſual. And yet it is the inſcrip- 
tion that, as it were, animates the metal, makes it ſpeak, 
and indeed lamps the juſt yalue on the preſent, The 
| fiſt mottos we meet with, (ſuch as Lex, Rex, Grex,) 
though ſignificant, are rather barbarous : by degrees, 

however, they kept pace with the taſte of the age. That 
at the call juſt after the reſtoration, (independent of its 
tenigma,) has a ſimplicity, and at the ſame time a 
greatneſs of ſentiment, that borders on the ſublime; 
the adzft Carolus of the motto being little inferior to the 
Praſens Divus Auguſtus of the famous ode. Of late 
they have in general been ſtrictly claſſical in their phraſe, 
and often elegant in their application: whether in ex- 
preſſing the juſt idea of legal liberty, —in a wiſh for the 
preſervation of the Family, or in a compliment to the 
Prince on the throne—or in a happy alluſion to ſome 
public event, and at the ſame time a Kind of Prophetie 
declaration of its ſucceſs. 


Kings 
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Kin and Queens have frequently dined, 
5 with foreign Ambaſſadors, the Lords and 
Commons of Parliament, the e . 
and Aldermen, * . Op. 


The feaſt of Serjeants and other PO gs 
depending thereon, 16 Oct. 1555. was held 
in the Inner Temple Hall, and ſeems to'be 
very different from ſome others, both as-to 
the allowance of cloth for liveries, and the 
value of the rings. See the form of . 
SEN. in Dugdale's own time. 


Of the RoBEs. 


Though at this day they may appear 
ſomething odd and ridiculous, yet the form 
and colour thereof, which is uſed at the 
creation of a Serjeant, is certainly very an- 
cient. In Chaucer's time, (who lived in the 
reigns of Ed. 3. and Rich. 2. and died in 
1400) it is evident the party-coloured gar- 
ments were much in faſhion, and that the 
people of that age were grown to great ex- 
orbitancy therein ; ſo that in his Parſon's 
Tale he ſharply inveighs againſt the vanity 
thereof; and, among other inſtances, takes 
notice of their hoſe, which was often half 


: white 


3 


white! and half red. And it will appear} 
that even the eccleſiaſtics of ha + times 
were greatly given to theſe vanities. een 


11 has been 491 in all ages, MAE Mi 
religious aſſemblies, or places of judicature, 
to diſtinguiſh magiſtrates from others, that 
due reſpect may be paid to their perſons 
and office; and all civilized nations have 
made it their practice. Roman Senators | 
had a different veſtment from that of the i 
gentry: the Conſuls had a purple robe, by 

which they were known from other magiſ- 
trates, and had lictors before them. And ' 
how inconſiderable ſoever theſe external 5 
marks of grandeur may ſeem, yet they are 
neceſſary to maintain thoſe impreſſions of 
awe and reſpect which give authority to go- 
vernment: Lord Clarendon ſomewhere ob- 
ſerves, theſe enſigns or marks of authority 
are the counterſcarps of Majeſty itſelf; lay 
them all aſide, and the people will ſoon lay 
aſide all their reſpect. a . 


The . of our anceſtors has aſſign- 
ed grave and venerable garments to diſtin- 
guiſh magiſtrates in all courts of juſtice in 


the realm. And ſo long ago as the 20 
Ed. 1. 


Serjeants and his Attorney had not only 
penſions, but robes alſo for winter and. ſum- 
mer allowed them out of the great ward- 


robe, in the ſame manner; but, being in 


arrear, the Juſtices of the King's Bench, 
Common Pleas, Juſtices of aflize, Setjeants, 
and Attorney, Joined in a petition to the 


King in Parliament, to have their arrears; | 


which were then paid, 's and they * were aſs 
certained for the future. as f 


1 2+ 3 5 


4 


1 1 Sod. 7 even the eccle - 
fiaſtics of thoſe times appeared in party- 
coloured garments; and were at liberty to 
conform to the uſage of thoſe among 


whom they lived; and were not to be re- 
ſtrained without many canons and conſtitu- 
tions. In council .* Oxon. 1222. it was or- 


dained, —Quod preſbyteri decenter incedant. 
in habitu clericali & cappis clauſis utantur. 


* Dugd. c. 40. * Lindw, 118, 119- 
989 K | : The 


x EIN 


Ed. — A bad their robes. both the 
ummer and winter out of the: King's great 
wardrobe, and they were of different o- 
lours, red, violet, green, cloth colour, and 
ſtreaked ; though the faſhion and form of 
the robe did not much differ. The King! 0 


© 4139. 
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The comment of Lind wood upon the word 
« habitus, is, that it wands not to be fed 
nor green, de panno plano non virgato five 
variegato, (not ſtreaked nor ſtriped) nec par- 
tito, (divided or party-coloured) & ibi pros 
hibitur ne clerici- publice utantur caligis 
ſtaccatis viridibus vel rubeis (ſtriped; green, 
or red hoſe,) nec clerici comam nutriant i 
honeſts tonſi incedant. 


And by conſtitut. Othoboni' Nes in ec. | 


cleſiis aut in conſpectu communi: hominum 


public inſulas ſuas vulgo Coyphas portare 

audeant vel præſumant; but may, as the 
note ſays, Coypham vel Tenam portare in 
burſa vel crumena ad utendum in nocte. 
This conſtitution was made 52 Hen. 3. and . 
perhaps on the caſe of William Buſſey, 
which was 42 Hen. 3. and by another con- 
ſtitution agreeable to the former canons, 
they are more ſtrictly forbid to act as advo- 
cates in any temporal court, — pro cauſa 
ſanguĩnis vel alia quicunque, — nec in eiſdem 
ſanguinis cauſis, in quibus mortis aut mu- 


tilationis membrorum judicium agitur, ne- 


7 in clero conſtitutus, judex aut alſetlor 


© Lindw. 88. 01, | Djs as 
| eſſe _ 


— (red) youth: — aut viridibus 
non utantur, ous a nee n. . 
neant. ö 
| 80 stete obey" Seim to Bs Beth 
conformable to the ufage of thoſe times, and 
were retained' by the Judges and Serjeants, 
as it were in oppoſition to the clergy, who 
were reſtrained and prohibited from wear- 
ing thoſe colours; and from acting as Ad- 
vocates or Attornies, and from meddling 
with ſecular affairs: and -by wearing their 
coifs publickly, to be manifeſtly diſtinguiſh-, 
ed from eceleſiaſties, who were obliged to 
ſubmit to the tonſure, and could not pub+ | 
_ lickly wear them; but only in journies or 
in the n time. In 1 Car. 1. Sir Henry 


Velverton ap plication to the Judges to 
be difpented _ in wearing and returning 


from the court of Common Pleas in the party- 
coloured robe, as he had at the ſame time his 
flat or warrant to be a Judge of the Common 
Pleas ; and cited a precedent of Lord Chief 
- Juſtice Coke, who being Attorney General, 
had his robes and coif put on in the Treaſury- 
chamber, and took his Place as chief Juſ- 
dei Dette Tit. x. e. rs, 16, 
W KK. tico 
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tice of the Common Pleas the ſame day. 
But the Judges and Barons being met at 
' Serjeants Inn, upon debate, refuſed to dif- 
penſe with it, and ſaid the precedent was 
not fit to be followed: it being part of the 
ceremony or creation of Serjeants, which 
ought to be performed in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, and that they ought to ſuffer no 
more ſuch examples. See the preface to 
Cro. Car. Report, wrote by Sir Harbottle 
Grimſtone, Maſter of the Rolls; where the 
Editor obſerves, theſe legal formalities and 
ceremonies peculiarly appropriated and con- 
5 tinued among us, ſeem now to be eſſentials 
of the law itſelf, and ought not to be 
3 changed or diſuſed without ſupreme tho 
rity. 


| Having thus thrown together what has 

occurred to me, relating to the antiquity 
and order of Serjeants at Law; and ſhewed 
the great regard paid to them in former 
times ; I will next conſider whether there-is 

any reaſon or neceſſity for this extraordinary 

innovation : and whether the King or the 
a ſubject are likely to receive any benefit by it. 


* Cro. Gur, 2 


2 


the Mews of Sagen at Law. 14 
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1 by Sins are now. amd in 4 different 
manner, and why ſome Gentlemen willing 10 
accept this Degree, Ser, Nw erm 


 Perſuaded fo refu uſe it. 


Particular Perſons may have their private 
reaſons for refuſing, yet that can be no 
reaſon to affect the public, nor any reaſon 
for the Degree itſelf to forfeit the eſteem of 
the profeſſion, which in former times has 
been thought to be ſo honourable. 5.9 


If it were thought convenient, and for 
the public good, to take away the court of 
Common Pleas, and all offices dependant 
on it, if the juſtice of the nation could be 
carried on without it, the Serjeants muſt, 
and would chearfully ſubmit with the reſt, 
and would ſuffer without any imputation, 
becauſe they would not ſuffer alone. But 
as it is preſumed, the juſtice of the nation 
could not be ſo well carried on without the 
aſſiſtance of this court, which has been always 
conſidered as the proper court for ſuits be- 
tween the ſubjects, and for determination 
of private property; and it is well known 
the King's s Bench is greatly taken up in the 
3 K 4 buſineſs 


750 On the aua and Dignity of 
buſineſs of the crown. d. 1. there wers 9 
fix Judges in the Common Pleas, and they fat 
at the ſame time in two different places; and 
buſineſs ſo increaſed, ſeven Judges 6 Ed. 2. 
and 14 Ed. 3. were nine Judges, as ap- 
pears by the fine- rolls, and one or more of 
them Chief Baron at the ſame time as "_ 
Ivyn, 5 Hen. 6. Humphrey Starkey, 1 
Hen. 7, John Fitz James, 13 Hen. 8. 
Why are the Serjeants alone to ſuffer as the 
uſeleſs part of the court? If reformation or 
the benefit of the public is really intended, 
why are they pointed out as the only ob- 
jects, who are in no default, and to * 
60 1 eee has, or can be made? 


Next to conſider what good can ariſe by 
depriving the preſent practiſers of their an- 
cient excluſive right, and laying the court 
open to all others, even the youngeſt Gentle - 
man of the bar, who may be juſtly pre- 
ſumed, and for ſome time muſt be, ſtran- 

gers to the practice of the court, which dif- 


r Dugd. 39, 40. In the beginning of King Charles's 
reign, there were five Judges in the Common Pleas, till 
Mich. 4 Car. J. Croke was removed from thence to 
fupply Sir John Dodridge's ſeat in the Ring 8 Bench, 
Cro. Car. 127. | 

5 | . firm | 


the, e of Se tant at Lew. 15 1. 


fers i in many relpadia, and in many kinds of 
actions, from other courts, and cannot be 


learne ed elſewhere... pi 


"Ie podibls'0ns eee 
2 pretty good account in ſuch an innovation: 
It is an ill wind that blows nobody good 
but if no general or public good can 
J preſume it will not be done. It would 
a wanton exerciſe of power, merely for tlie 
ſake of novelty, or to try an eee, 
or make an undue compliment, without any 
apparent or probable good to the public; 
and if the court was laid open, it cannot 
be preſumed, that any Gentleman of ex- 
perience or conſiderable practice elſewhere; 
would deſert thoſe courts and chuſe to attend 
a new court, i. e. new to them, where 
there is ſo little buſineſs left for thoſe who 
have conſtantly attended there. They may 
come indeed upon a particular occaſion, er 
for extraordinary fees; or they may under 
take to come and take briefs, and yet not 
be able to attend when it happens to come 
on, or be obliged to. leave it before it is 
over: but that I am afraid will adminiſter 
greater and more juſt cauſe of complaint 


HONG e 


"> 
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than at preſent, and nd will furniſh' a good oj 
portunity for Gay to thoſe who are in 
ſeſſion of the thing contended for, or to — 
who have a bad opinion of their own cauſe. 
So that if this project ſhould take place, it 
would be in effect laying aſide this ancient 
and honourable order; and it is hinted by 
the project, that it probably will have this 
conſequence, and as far as I can perceive, 
no benefit or ſaving to the ſuitors of the 
court. For it can hardly be expected, that 
any one hereafter will voluntarily take this 
order or degree, unleſs it be in tranſitu, or 
merely as a turnpike to the Bench. And it 
will be leaving ſome ſtain or blemiſh on the 
preſent ſet of Serjeants, as if they had done 
- ſomething unworthy, or unbecoming their 


Nation, as it were, to forfeit their ancient 


and allowed privileges incident to their de- 
gree. For it can hardly be preſumed, that 
fuch an honaurable and ancient Degree or 
Order would be extirpated, at a time when 
other obſolete, I had almoſt ſaid uſeleſs or- 
ders; were revived, at the expence of many 
thouſand pounds. Whereas the Serjeants 
are not conſcious of any demerit, or any | 
 fach air, as to draw the public diſ- 


_ pleaſure. 


eaſure upon them; but, on the — 
| have been always ready to ſerve the public, 
only in their proper court, but alſo 
When duly called on, either to attend and 
carry on proſecutions of the crown in their 
ſeveral circuits, or to act in the ſeveral cir- 
_ cuit commiſſions as Judges of aſſize. And 
it is well known, many of them have ſo 
acted in thoſe commiſſions, and have there- 
by been intruſted with the tryal of property, 
with the execution of public juſtice, and 
with the power of life and death over their 
fellow ſubjects: and it is hoped they have 
upon all ſuch occaſions acted therein without 
any complaint or imputation to themſelves, or 
diſhonour to the King's commiſſion; and 
it is well known, with little or no Profit to 
themſelves, but rather to their preſent, as 
well as future loſs. And if it be thought 
proper hereafter, to permit every Barriſter 
to partake of this high privilege, (as ſeems 
intended by this project,) the Serjeants will 
have no reaſon to repine at this part of their 
loſs, which at beſt is irkſome, and the moſt 
diſagreeable part of a Judge's office, though 
the Serjeants have been always ready to 


| 154 On the Antiquity and Dignity H. 


act when neceſſary, either during a n. 
or indiſpoſition of a Judge. f 
They mighit alſo add, that beſides paying 
a due obedience to the King's writ, in ta- 
king upon them the State and Degree of Ser- 
jeant at Law, when it was required, (which 
fo many others have of late refuſed, which 
is therefore ſome degree of merit,) they may 
in ſome meaſure be deemed purchaſers for 
a valuable conſideration ; confidering the 
immediate expence of the call, of admiſ- 
ſion to the Society of Serjeants Inn, and the 
annual expences attending thereon ; which 
are much more than what a Bencher of any 
other ſociety of the law pays, and ftill 
more to the Serjeants who happen to have 
chambers within the inn, and therefore li- 
able to greater burthen and expence, and 
which every Serjeant is by the rules of the 
ſociety obliged to take, and pay a large fine 
for, as ſoon as they become vacant, if not 
choſe by a Judge or ſenior Serjeant. 


And therefore, why every Barriſter mould 
be let into the · court of Common Pleas, and 
intitled to the ſame privileges, without any 
; 16 LU or expence, without any ſatiſ- 
faction or equivalent to the preſent Serjeants, 

a 


9 10 of Serjeant at Law, 1 


d withou being in the leaſt contributory. 
to any of Tk cidental yearly charges, I 
eee ann, 
38 in this reſpect totally Gilent. 


But there are two ſpecial privikighs! pro- 

| poſed to be left to the preſent Serjeants 
dy this project. 1. That they ſhall have 
the privilege of ſigning ſpecial pleadings. 
2. That they ſhall have 5 m 
che Barriſters, | 


As to the firſt, it is of little conſequence; ; 
the run of theſe lies in two or three hands, 
others perhaps may now and then ſign or 

draw pleas in their reſpective circuits; and 
thoſe who draw them with care, richly de- 
ſerve the very little profits attendant on 
them: and ſuppoſe the Parliament ſhould 

be diſpoſed to, take away all ſpecial plead- 
ings, and leave every one to plead the ge- 
neral ifſue, and give the ſpecial matter in 
evidence, which has been often talked of, 
and how ſoon it may happen, nobody can 
foreſee, there will then be an end of one 
of their mighty advantages propoſed as an 
equivalent by this project. 


As for pre- audience, they are already in- 


ned to it before any Barriſter, in every 
court, | 


N rr Ep es 
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court, (and ſetting aſide their degree as Ser. 


jeant,) upon the mere footing of ſeniority ; 
and it is hardly to be preſumed, that any 
Gentleman of higher rank will condeſcend 

to come into a court which they have made 


fo light of. 80 that the two privileges, 


whatever appearance they may have to 
ſtrangers, are mere ſugar-plumbs, and can 
only ſerve for a little amuſement. How- 


ever, thus much may be inferred from it, 


that the preſent Serjeants muſt neceſſarily 
fuffer, if this project ſhould take place, and 


that they ought in juſtice to have ſome equi- 
valent or ſatisfaction, though what is pro- 
N poſed a as ſuch, * N means n _ 


name. 
It has hicherto beek Gott bien 


; that « every one who has the Roe of fit- 


ting on the bench in the three courts of 
Weſtminſter, ſhould firſt take upon them 
the State and Degree of a Serjeant at Law, 
though they had been Attorney General, 
Solicitor, or King's Council, or (as Forteſ- 
cue obſerves) though ever ſo ſkilful in the 
Law : and why this ancient order and courſe 
of proceeding is to be laid aſide, and a new 


one introduced, without any apparent rea- 


on, it is difficult to ſay, though it is eaſy 
; ; | . 


«the. Degree of Serjeant. at Law: 267 
to foreſee that this will be introductiye of 
many other innovations, and muſt occaſion 
the repeal or alteration of ſome other laws; ; 
whether for the better or not, time and ex- 
perience will beſt ſhew. 


Suppoſe a Judge may be luperſeded « or 
removed, (as I remember one was in danger 
upon an addreſs of the Commons, and ef- 
-caped by a fingle vote, ) or ſuppoſe his oom— 
miſſion not renewed © upon the demiſe of the 
"crown, as it has happened to many, what 
court muſt they reſort to, if their fortune or 
family require them ſtill to follow buſineſs ? 
-Muſt they ſtand at the bar. among ſtudents, 
barriſters, or apprentices of the Law, 
when that bar is laid open, which aſe 

be peculiar to them, and where their pre- 
deceſſors returned, without diſparagement, \ 
while their patent as Judges were only du- 
00G pleaſure of the Crown? 


I might here appeal to the known "OY 
of the Legiſlature in reſpect to companies 
who had excluſive trades; though com- 
plaints have been made againſt them, and 


This ſuppoſition, (juſt enough at the time it was 
 formed,) is made an end of by the Stat. 1 Geo. 3. c 


25. and it is not the leaſt excellence of that law, that 
5 3x has made an end of this ſuppoſition, 


* OT Ee. 2 
' chidugh 


ihe: vor not appear ſo + oe as 

they abs Hive at their firſt inſtitu- 
tion, yet the legiſlature have been very ten- 
der of breaking into them. But there is a 


later inſtance more appoſite to the preſent. 


purpoſe, and that is the Marſhalſea-court. 
When it was thought neceſſary to erect a 
new juriſdiction in the Borough of South- 
wark, for the recovery of ſmall debts, 
which it was apprehended would greatly 
affect the four council who are admitted to 
plead in that court, and claimed to have 4 
kind of excluſive privilege ; it was there- 
Fore thought reaſonable, that they ſhould 
have ſome equivalent or con tion to 
continue during their lives, which Was ac- 
cordingly enacted. And as the late Parlia- 
ment was ſo tender in reſpect to a ſmall in- 
ferior court, and very modern too, it is hop- 
ed that they will not ſhow leſs regard to the 
practiſers of the Common Pleas court, who 
are called upon by the King's writ, by ad- 
vice of his Privy-council, and under a pe- 
nalty of a thouſand pounds, to take a de- 
gree, and are by oath obliged to attend 


there; and therefore hope they ſhall not 


been in poſſeſſion of for ſo — 
Or in other words, be obliged to do the 
duty and bear the burthen of it, "gas 
the fruits and benefits of it. 


Suppoſe a bill were brought. in to give 
liberty to every Attorney or Solicitor, or 
their clerks, to make all motions of courſe 
in the courts of King's Bench, Chancery, 
or Exchequer, it is preſumed, the Gentle- 
men who ſit within the bar, as well as thoſe 
without the, bar, would very ſenſibly feel 
the effect of it, and think ſuch an innova- 
tion extremely hard and unreaſonable, after 

having qualified themſelves by an ingenuous 
and expenſive education, reſided ſome years 
at ſome of the Law Societies, and long — 
tendance on Weſtminſter Hall to inform 
themſelves of the practice of thoſe courts, 
and a quiet enjoyment : and yet the reaſon: 
and Juſtice of the caſe is much the fame x ' 
i there is any difference, it is harder on the 
part of the Serjeants, who, beſides the like 
education, and a much longer attendance on 
courts of Juſtice before their call, have- 
been put to the additional EXPENCe of ſeve- 


: rat 


— — 


tal hundred Satan in ee his State and 
Degree of a Serjeant at Law, in obedience' 
to the King's writ, beſides ' the annual 
1 of the ſociety incident te e: 0 


Though the preſent body of Serjeants ts. 
tending on the Common Pleas court, are ; 
far from arrogating to themſelves any ſupe-, 
rior merit, it is hoped, they may be ex- 
cuſed, if they do preſume to ſay, that their, 
characters and reputations are as free from „ 
ſtain and blemiſh, as thoſe of other courts, 
or as any of the like degree within memory; 
and therefore hope that they ſhall not be 
thus cruelly diſtinguiſhed, and ſuffer injuſ- 
tice beyond example, as if they were the 
loweſt and moſt anc ng 7 "the | . 
feſſion. 5 Ee og 


There are two > objections without doors, 
that ſeem to have ſome weight: 1. The ex- 
pence of this degree of Serjeant at Law; 3 
which I rather take notice of, becauſe it 
has been referred to the conſideration of the 
| ſociety, by Lord Hardwick, to conſider. 
whether it could not be eaſed of ſome. of 
the expence. 2. That there is not a ſuffi- 
cient number to carry on the bulineſs of 


the court, 95 
As 


the Degree of Serjeant at Law. 161 
As to the expence, it cannot be denied, 
becauſe all the preſent Serjeants have paid 
it, and therefore that is one reaſon among 
others, why they think it hard and unrea- 
ſonable, that other Gentlemen ſhould enjoy 
an equal benefit of the degree, and pay no- 
thing for it. But this expence has been 
thought to have its uſe, and for the honour 
of the degree, though formerly much larger 
than at preſent; as any one may ſee by 
what is ſaid before: and conſidering the 
different value of money and proviſions in 
thoſe days, and the feaſt, which uſed to be 
anciently held for ſeven Os is now redu- 
ced to one. FA 


All degrees, Pn gy 4 1 

attended with great expences; patents — 
Nobility, Baronets, Knighthood, orders of 

the Garter, Thiſtle, and Bath. In all eccle- 
| Gaſtical, civil, and military employments, 
perſons have always complained of the ex- © 
' pence to come at them, though fond of 
the thing itſelf. Degrees in the univerſi- 
ties are alſo expenſive, where the parties 

are obliged to go out grand compounders. 
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cepted this degree, though unattended with 


164 On the Antiquity and a of 
But the expence of 4 berjeant's W 
as far 4s ons can gueſs by the foregoing: 


ſeries, do not ſeem to have been any objece. 
tion. For many times one alone has ae- 


any immediate promotion. And in g Hen. 3. 
when fix famous apprentices of the Law. 
refuſed to take upon them the GBtate and 


Degree of Gerjeants at Law, in obedience 


to the King's writ, and were canvgned ba- 
fare the Parliament, it: would have been a 
proper time to have made this objeQtion, if 


it had been any reaſon for their refuſal, but 
it appears they only deſired further time to 
prepare themſelves. Beſides, one ought to 


diſtinguiſh between expences which are ne- 
ceſſary, or of duty, and thoſe that are vo- 
luntary; the firſt have bounds fixed and 
reaſonable, the others indeed have no 
bounds, but every one may e as he 


4 pleaſes. 


As to the ** objection, that thereare net 
at preſent ſufficient Serjeants to carry on the 


| buſineſs of the court; there are at preſent. 


nine in number, who conſtantly attend. 
Few cauſes in any court have or require 
* the 


118 

„ uiftance of mote than three or four 
cant of a fide. The general run of bu- 
fineſs is motions or arguments in law ; the 
the latter of which engage only one of 4 
Hide at a tithe: and motions muſt be very 
ſpirited indeed, to take up above two of 
| three council of a fide. Corporation cauſes. 
| before elections of members, (where there 
is a greater profuſion of money, and men 
bleed more freely, perhaps out of pub- 
He money,) belong to the King's Bench, but 
civil rights and property are the proper 
bufinefs of the Common Pleas. Trials at 
bar are very rare in this court, and the rea 
on of it is too well known to want ex- 
planation; and when any Happen, there ſeems 
ſufficient for the purpole': at N | 


As for Nifi prius, or trials by juries in 
the afternoon, or after term, every Barriſter 
has the liberty of being concerned, and it 
is well known, fome never fail to give their. 
attendance. 


There has bom a time Wha there were 
no more than three Serjeants living, viz. 
De, Powtrell, and Mead. Nay we 


L 2 are 


164 On the Antiquity at Diphiydf 
are told (by ]. Rowe) the learned'editor of 


Bendloes Report, in his preface, that in ons = 


of the copies made uſe of in that edition, 
it was ſaid to be taken by William Bend- 
loes, ſocium de Linc. Inn, & nuper ſolum 
Servientem ad Legem in Anglia per quod- 
dam tempus; and in the preface to the third 
Modern Report, it is alfo ſaid, that in the 
10 Eliz. Bendloes was the only Serjeant for 
a whole term. What was done on this oc- 
caſion ? nobody was for annihilating the or- 
der, or laying the court open to every bar- 
riſter and apprentice of the law, but to ſup- 
ply the court properly, by a freſh call of 
Serjeants and yet if one may judge by the 
reports of the times, there was no lack of 
buſi neſs at the Common Law. 


cas at preſent, the- number of Ser- 
jeants is more than the buſineſs of the court, 
and it is no fault of theirs that the buſineſs 
is ſo little, who have never been wanting 
in their attendance ny or late. 


5 But if it be thought neceſſary, and for 
the public good, to increaſe the number of 
Serjeants for the benefit of the ſuitors of the 
court, 


Ide Degr. of Sevjeant at- cs 16 
court, or in order to aſſiſt the Judges in their 
ſeveral circuits, in caſe of accidents, or du- 
ring a vacancy, or during their neceſſary at- 
tendance in Parliament; the King Ss writ 
may be directed to ſuch perſons in each 
court, as ſhall be thought proper in the 
uſual manner; and it cannot be doubted, 
but it will meet with all due obedience as 
at all former calls. And thoſe that have the 

power of legal preferment in their hands, 
can never want arguments to enforce it, * 8 
they are in earneſt to e and ej, 


this degree. 


If Sem ſhould not be ras on 


to accept the degree, it is preſumed, there 
may be legal methods, by which they may 
be obliged to take upon them this State 


and Degree *, wif ſuing for the penalty of the 
writ, 


In a work of this kind, eſpecially under the EY 
cumſtances diſcloſed in the advertiſement, it is hardly 
poſſible to avoid many miſtakes and. omiſſions. 


Of the latter kind of imperfection a few inſtances 
have occurred ſince the printing and reviewing the 
ſheets : they are of names too recent not to be miſſed 
by many Gentlemen now alive, between whom and the 
perſons alluded to, ſcarce above one or two ſucceſſions 
have __ And yet perhaps no body now living can 

L 3 aſcertain 


co or . may be * 1 the Par- 
liament as heretofore, to give their reaſons 


3 ch exactneſs * thoſe a were 3 
Serjeants; and conſequently aſſign their proper place in 
this liſt. Some of them very probably took their degree 
of Serjeant merely as a qualification for the Bench; and 
in thoſe caſes, their promotion to the Bench will a 
certain the time of their call with tolerable. certainty,. 
On this ſuppoſition I have inſerted from Rapin's table, 
and ſuch other printed information as I could meet with, 
the reſpective years when they were made] udges, The 
perſons omitted in the Series are theſe : 


Robert Dormer, Eſq; J. C. B. 1705, 
John Forteſcue Aland, B. Exch. 1718. 
Jeffrey Gilbert, Eſq; B. Exch. 1722. 
Alexander Denton, Eſq; J. C. B. 1722. 
Sir Barnard Hale, B. Exch. 1725. 
Sir William Thompſon, B. Exch. 1733. 
Sir William Forteſcue, B. Exch. 1736. 


Serjeant Toller and Serjeant Urlin, are mentioned i in 
the account of the laſt general call, but their own call 
is not taken notice of in the Series. 


But even of theſe the accounts are not preciſe. to a. 
Term, and vary very much : and the Editor will be much 
obliged to any of his friends who will ſet him right in 
theſe or any other particulars, which render the liſt im- 
perfect. | 


It is hardly neceſiary perhaps, at the concluſion of this 
work, to take leave of the Reader with an obſervation, 
which his own. attention has moſt likely before this ſug- 
Da 


te Degree of Serjeant at Law. 167 
why they refuſe to comply. In ſaying this 1 
would not be underſtood to be fond of any 
thing thathas the leaſt appearanceof arbitrary 
power, or reviving any obſolete laws or uſa- 
ges, to the prejudice or vexation of the ſub- 
jet. But as this is not done to raiſe mo- 
ney on the ſubjet, without authority of 
Parliament, or to ſerve any unjuſt purpoſes, 
but upon real neceſſity, and for public good; 
if it ſhould be done, it can never fall un- 
der ſuch an imputation. 


geſted to him; that the reſpectable names in the fore- 
going pages, are in general mentioned only at the time 
of, and upon the occaſion of their call, and not purſued 
through the ſeveral ſtages of their ſubſequent promotion : 
and that ſome of the greateſt names in Weſtminſter Hall 
are not ſo much as mentioned there at all. The rea- 
ſons of both which omiſſions are the ſame ; that theſe 
obſervations were confined merely to the Serjeant's De- 
| gree 3 and the hiſtory of particular perſons was involved 
in it, only in conſequence of their having taken this 
degree. 
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AGE 3. line 12. for intitle read entitle 
Page 101. l. 3. 11 the note delt out 
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560 L 3. inſtead of do read does 


